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Education is about the future 
 

A kindergartner in 2016 will graduate in 2029 

What do we know about the world they will face when they 
leave our schools? 

1)  More than 50% of today’s jobs won’t exist – replaced 
primarily by jobs in technology and tech-enabled STEM 
fields 

2)  Using technology effectively to learn and work will be 
critical for college and career success 

3)  Technology will continue to influence and transform 
every aspect of society (politics, entertainment, 
business, communications, etc.) 



Future Ready Schools NJ . . .  

Can all New Jersey schools prepare 
students for this future?  



The Road to Future Readiness . . .  

In 2013 NJDOE launched an initiative to support schools 
make the transition to a digital future.  
 
 

 
Phase 1 

Digital Readiness for 
Learning & 
Assessment 

Phase 2 
Future Ready NJ 

Schools 



Digital Readiness for Learning and Assessment 

Technology Readiness Tool 4 

• NJTRAx v1.0 
 

• Technical Support for 
PARCC Readiness 
 

• DRLAP Broadband 
Initiative 

• New Standard 8 
(Ed Tech/Tech Ed) 
 

• Budgeting for Tech 
White Paper 
 
 

 
 Increase in assessment readiness from about 45% 

of districts to over 99% of students taking online 
assessments in 18 months 

Over $89M in savings and a significant increase in 
broadband across the state 



But . . . Challenges Remain . . .  

Districts and schools may be technology ready for 
assessments, but many are not integrating the 
technology effectively in the classroom to support 
learning 



Phase 2: Future Ready Schools NJ 

• NJTRAx v2.0 – Future 
Ready school survey 
 

• Standard 8 Resources 
 

• DRLAP Broadband 
Initiative – year 2 

• Future Ready Schools 
NJ Recognition Program 
 
 

The focus of Phase 2 is on supporting technology 
integration in the classroom and bridging the digital divide 



NJTRAx and the Future Ready Digital Learning Survey 



What is your school’s digital learning index? 



Summary Reports on Each School’s Readiness  



Data on Each Gear 



Detailed Feedback within Each Gear 



Detailed Feedback within Each Gear 



Actionable Feedback and Analysis 



The Future Ready Schools NJ Partnership 



The NJDOE began working with NJSBA several years ago on 
initiatives to support technology and future readiness of schools: 

• NJSBA TECS initiative offering low/no cost tech products and services  
 

• “Walk in The PARCC” training programs to prepare districts for PARCC  
 

• NJSBA Policy white paper on  “Deploying the Digital Learning Environment 
through Policy” for school districts.  
 

• NJSBA Workshop digital readiness sessions  
 

• NJSBA Technology Conference presentations 
 

• Sustainable Schools NJ Program 
 

• iSTEAM Initiative 
 



A Model For Scale and Success . . .  

•  over 400 schools and 150 
Districts participating 
 

• Program development 
supported by NJSBA 
 

• 59 schools currently 
certified 
 

• Range of partners 
including NJEA, NJPSA, 
NJASBO,  NJASA 
 

• Private, public and 
philanthropic funders 



The Future Ready Schools NJ Recognition Program 

NJDOE and NJSBA engaged with NJIT to develop the 
Future Ready Schools NJ recognition program modeled 
after Sustainable NJ Program launched several years 
ago: 
 
• Built on the NJTRAx v2.0: Future Ready Schools NJ 

survey (aligned to national Future Ready Schools) 
 

• NJIT will take on Project Management and 
Development of Recognition Program 

 
• Recognize the schools that are doing a good job 

of integrating technology into the classroom, 
and provide incentive for others to identify and 
address their challenges 

 
• Official launch of the recognition program at the 

NJSBA October Workshop 
 

• The vision is to partner with other associations and 
stakeholders to develop resources to support schools 
and districts aligned to the Future Ready survey 

FR Survey 

Future Ready 
Recognition 

Resources 



Our Partners 

Dr. Joel S. Bloom 
President, New Jersey Institute of Technology 
 
 
 
Dr. Lawrence Feinsod 
Executive Director, New Jersey School Boards Association 
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