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CHRIS CHRISTIE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Governor PO Box 500
KM GUADAGNO TRENTON, NJ 08625-0500 Davip C. HESPE

Lt. Governor Acting Commissioner




June 4, 2014
TO:

Members, State Board of Education

FROM:
David C. Hespe
                        
Acting Commissioner

SUBJECT:
Seven Appointments and Four Reappointments to the State Special Education Advisory 


Council



I am hereby recommending that the following four individuals be reappointed and the following seven individuals be appointed to the State Special Education Advisory Council for a two-year term effective June 4, 2014.  The reappointments are:

  
Ms. Lauren Agoratus is the state coordinator of New Jersey Family Voices and the southern coordinator for the Family-to-Family Health Information Center at the Statewide Parent Advocacy Network.  She is a graduate of Muhlenberg College with a B.A. in Psychology and a Masters degree in Counseling from Rider University.  Ms. Agoratus is the author of numerous articles for blogs and  magazines.  She is the parent of a student with a disability.  



Ms. Myriam Alizo has been working at Statewide Parent Advocacy Network (SPAN) since 2003 as a Parent Group Specialist under the START Project, helping to develop and support Parent Groups in the area of special education in the counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson and Union.  Myriam is also responsible for New Jersey Statewide Parent to Parent, covering the northeast region of the state.  She has a B.S. in Electronic Engineering from Universidad Simon Bolivar in Caracas, Venezuela and is the parent of two daughters with disabilities.



Ms. Beth Kelley founded Riverbank Charter School of Excellence in 2009, and is currently the lead executive administrator and principal of the school.  She has worked as a general and special education teacher and served as the coordinator of the child study team for Pace Charter School of Hamilton.  Ms. Kelley has contributed to and continues to serve on several professional and community committees.



Ms. Melanie McGackin is the coordinator of training and education at the Family Support Center of New Jersey with responsibilities including scheduling, coordinating, and conducting informational sessions for families caring for a child with a disability, medical condition, rare disorder or
other special needs.  She also develops training modules on autism awareness.  She is the parent of two students with disabilities.



Proposed appointments to the Council are:



Dr. Suzanne Buchanan is the executive director at Autism New Jersey.  She is a licensed psychologist and a Board Certified Behavior Analyst - Doctoral.  She has worked in the autism field for more than fifteen years.  In addition to her administrative responsibilities, Dr. Buchanan provides Autism New Jersey with clinical leadership; disseminates information regarding evidence-based intervention to parents, professionals, and the media; and advises public policy efforts from a clinical perspective. She currently serves as the Government Affairs Chair of the New Jersey Association for Behavior Analysis, is a member of the New Jersey Psychological Association’s Committee on Legislative Affairs, and is the co-author of Applied Behavior Analysis and Autism: An Introduction.



Ms. Susan Colacello is the education and families director at Special Olympics New Jersey.  For the past eight years, she has also served on the West Windsor-Plainsboro School District Parent Advisory Council.  Ms. Colacello is the former president and board member of the Down Syndrome Association of Central New Jersey.  She is the parent of a student with a disability.



Ms. Deborah Lynam is the director of Parent Community Engagement at Learning Ally.  She previously worked for the Statewide Parent Advocacy Network as a parent group specialist with the START Project.  She has been very involved in Dyslexia advocacy.  She is the parent of three students who receive special education services.



Ms. Magaly Milton is a self-employed educational consultant at MJM Consulting.  She provides educational programming consultation to families of visually impaired children.  She is a cum laude graduate of Harvard University and is the parent of a child with a disability. 



Dr. Margaret O'Reilly is an associate professor and the coordinator of Special Education Programs for undergraduate and graduate programs at Bloomfield College.  Prior to working at Bloomfield College, Dr. O'Reilly was employed at the New Jersey Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs as the manager of Program Development where she was responsible for planning and implementing statewide professional development initiatives and overseeing the four regional Learning Resource Centers.  She earned her B.A. in History at Douglass College and a Masters Degree in Early Childhood/Special Education from Rutgers University.  Professor O'Reilly earned her doctorate in Special Education from Rutgers University and completed post-doctoral work in literacy studies at Rutgers University and Rider College.



Mr. Fred Tchang is the director of Assistive Technology Services at Advancing Opportunities.  Mr. Tchang also serves as a vice chair for the Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive Technology Society of North America's (RESNA) Professional Standards Board, which provides oversight of the Assistive Technology Professional, or ATP credential.   He holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Stanford University in Engineering, Product Design.
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Adoption Resolution









June 4, 2014
RESOLUTION

SEVEN APPOINTMENTS AND FOUR REAPPOINTMENTS TO

THE STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL


WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 18A:46-2 requires that the Commissioner shall appoint biannually an advisory council for special education with the approval of the State Board which will consist of not fewer than seven nor more than 15 members representative of professionals in the field of special education and parents of children with disabilities; and



WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 18A:46-2 defines the role of the advisory council as advising in the promulgation of rules, regulations and implementation of N.J.A.C. 6A:14 and the establishment of standards and qualifications for professional personnel and further provides that the council members shall serve without remuneration; and



WHEREAS, the reauthorized Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA) of 2004 requires each state education agency to have an advisory panel for special education; and



WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Education has established and maintains an advisory panel, known as the State Special Education Advisory Council, for the purpose of providing policy guidance with respect to special education and related services for children with disabilities in the State; and



WHEREAS, the advisory panel consists of members, that are representative of the state population and are composed of individuals involved in, or concerned with, the education of children with disabilities, including: (i) parents of children with disabilities; (ii) individuals with disabilities; (iii) teachers; (iv) representatives of institutions of higher education that prepare special education and related services personnel; (v) state and local education officials; (vi) administrators of programs for children with disabilities; (vii) representatives of other state agencies involved in the financing or delivery of related services to children with disabilities; (viii) representatives of private schools and public charter schools; (ix) at least one representative of a vocational, community, or business organization concerned with the provision of transition services to children with disabilities; and (x) representatives from the state juvenile and adult corrections agencies; and

             WHEREAS, a majority of the members of the panel shall be individuals with disabilities or parents of children with disabilities; and





WHEREAS, the advisory panel shall: (i) advise the department of unmet needs within the state in the education of children with disabilities; (ii) comment publicly on any rules or regulations proposed by the department regarding the education of children with disabilities; (iii) advise the department in developing evaluations and reporting on data to the Secretary of the United States Department of Education under Part B Sec. 618 of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act; (iv) advise the department in developing corrective action plans to address findings identified in federal monitoring reports under this part; and (v) advise the department in developing and implementing policies relating to the coordination of services for children with disabilities; now therefore be it 
RESOLVED, that the State Special Education Advisory Council meets the state mandate for an advisory council and the federal requirements for an advisory panel; and be it further


RESOLVED, that the Commissioner recommends that Dr. Suzanne Buchanan be appointed for a two-year term effective June 4, 2014  


RESOLVED, that the Commissioner recommends that Susan Colacello be appointed for a two-year term effective June 4, 2014  


RESOLVED, that the Commissioner recommends that Deborah Lynam be appointed for a two-year term effective June 4, 2014  


RESOLVED, that the Commissioner recommends that Magaly Milton be appointed for a two-year term effective June 4, 2014  


RESOLVED, that the Commissioner recommends that Dr. Margaret O'Reilly be appointed for a two-year term effective June 4, 2014  


RESOLVED, that the Commissioner recommends that Leslie Rubenstein be appointed for a two-year term effective June 4, 2014  


RESOLVED, that the Commissioner recommends that Fred Tchang be appointed for a two-year term effective June 4, 2014  
          

RESOLVED, that the Commissioner recommends that Lauren Agoratus be reappointed for a two-year term effective June 4, 2014



RESOLVED, that the Commissioner recommends that Myriam Alizo be reappointed for a two-year term effective June 4, 2014



RESOLVED, that the Commissioner recommends that Beth Kelly be reappointed for a two-year term effective June 4, 2014



RESOLVED, that the Commissioner recommends that Melanie McGacken be reappointed for a two-year term effective June 4, 2014.

___________________________________

________________________________
David C. Hespe, Acting Commissioner


Arcelio Aponte, President

Acting Secretary, NJ State Board of Education
NJ State Board of Education















