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Induction

Summary of Comments and Agency Responses:

The following is a summary of the comments received from State Board of Education members and the Department’s responses.  Each commenter is identified at the end of the comment by a letter or number that corresponds to the following list:
A. 
Ron Butcher, Member


State Board of Education

B. 
Claire Chamberlain, Member


State Board of Education

1. COMMENT: The commenter asked what a Praxis II qualifying score represents.(B)
RESPONSE: The qualifying scores represent what the score setting panel believes is the minimum content knowledge that a candidate needs in order to be certified in that teaching field. The standard which the score setting panel works toward is call the “Just Qualified Candidate” or JQC. This is the accepted practice in designing licensing tests in various professions. In practice and considering all required tests, the Department’s tests have about a 70 percent pass rate.

2. COMMENT: The commenter asked whether 70 percent are likely to pass or whether 70 percent of the questions must be answered correctly in order to pass. (B)
RESPONSE: The answer is that about 70 percent have been able to pass the Department’s tests, when the tests are considered as a whole.

3. COMMENT: The commenter asked whether, in recommending the qualifying score, the Department is trying to solve for the percentage we want to have pass the tests. (B)
RESPONSE:  Part of the reasoning behind the Department’s recommended cut score is that the Department does not want to set the passing rate so high that few can pass and we create a shortage, or so low that anyone can pass but the quality of their instruction would be low. Rather, the Department wants to assure that certificate holders have a certain minimum of knowledge.
4. COMMENT: The commenter stated that the key point is not so much whether these tests give us a certain passing percentage, which would one purpose of a normed test, but rather how much knowledge one must have to enter a teacher field, which would be a criteria referenced test.  The commenter asked whether the Praxis II tests were norm or criteria referenced. (A)
RESPONSE:  The Department thanks the commenter for clarifying the Department’s answers and the possible types of tests. The Praxis II tests are criteria-referenced. 
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Adoption Level

August 6, 2014

A RESOLUTION

ADOPTING NEW PRAXIS II TESTS AND QUALIFYING SCORES FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE, HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION, FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES, SPEECH AND LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY, ELEMENTARY EDUCATION: READING AND LANGUAGE ARTS SUBTEST, AND ELEMENTARY EDUCATION: MATHEMATICS SUBTEST

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education has required that teacher certification candidates pass tests in specified disciplines in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:[9-8.1]9B-8.1, effective January 5, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education has required tests for the certificates for Teacher of Elementary School with Subject Matter Specialization: Science in Grades 5 – 8, Teacher of Health and Physical Education, Teacher of Family and Consumer Sciences, Speech and Language Specialist, and Teacher of Elementary Education Grades K-6 in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:[9-8.1]9B-8.1 [and N.J.A.C. 6A:9-11.10]; and

WHEREAS, the Educational Testing Service (ETS) has recently established new tests in these subjects to replace the current Praxis II Subject Assessment tests that are in use by the department; and 

WHEREAS, the department has participated in national standard-setting studies for the Art and Technology Education tests to determine the validity of and the theoretically appropriate qualifying score for those tests; and

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education approves the department’s selection of the respective Praxis II tests and initial qualifying scores for those certificates; and 

WHEREAS, the department will monitor the impact of these tests and qualifying scores on the passing rates for each subject area and will report any problems with the same to the State Board of Education; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education hereby supports the department’s selection of these Praxis II Subject Assessment tests; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education hereby acknowledges and accepts the department’s establishment of the following qualifying scores effective September 1, 2014:

Praxis II Test





Qualifying Score
Middle School Science



150

Health and Physical Education


160

Family and Consumer Sciences


153

Speech-Language Pathology



162

Elementary Education:


Reading and Language Arts Subtest

157


Mathematics Subtest



157
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