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Induction

Summary of Comments and Agency Responses:

The following is a summary of the comments received from State Board of Education members and the Department’s responses.  There were no comments from the public. Each commenter is identified at the end of the comment by a letter that corresponds to the following list:

A.
Arcelio Aponte, President

State Board of Education

1.
COMMENT:  The commenter noted a New Jersey Department of Labor study showed that up to 1.3 million New Jersey adults were in need of a high school diploma. (A)

RESPONSE:  The Department thanks the commenter for the clarification.

2. 
COMMENT:  The commenter further noted more adults have not tested for a high school diploma because of a shortage of preparation programs, particularly the lack of Adult High Schools. (A)

RESPONSE:  The Department agrees and thanks the commenter for the clarification.

3.
COMMENT:  The commenter asked for confirmation that the new tests will start in January, 2014.
RESPONSE:  The commenter is correct. The new tests will begin in January 2014.
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Adoption Level

December 4, 2013

A RESOLUTION

ADOPTING NEW TESTS AND QUALIFYING SCORES

FOR STATE-ISSUED HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey and the department have issued high school diplomas since1959 under the federal General Education Development (GED) Program; and

WHEREAS, the GED program is no longer the sole source provider of a test which qualifies a person for a state-issued high school diploma; and 

WHEREAS, testing costs have risen with the transition to computer-based testing; and 

WHEREAS, test providers charge a range of fees to applicants to take the test; and

WHEREAS, the department has the goals of maintaining opportunities for lower cost tests and ensuring a regional distribution of testing centers; and 

WHEREAS, to meet its goals, the department has recently conducted a Request for Qualifications in order to qualify providers of valid and reliable tests for the granting of state-issued high school diplomas; and

WHEREAS, the review of such proposals has found that three providers and their tests meet the department’s criteria; and 

WHEREAS, other potential providers will have the opportunity to submit proposals to the department for qualification; and

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education approves the department’s recommendation of the three vendors listed below, their tests, and each test’s initial qualifying scores; and 

WHEREAS, the department will monitor the impact of these tests and qualifying scores on the passing rates for the state-issued high school diploma and will report any problems with the same to the State Board of Education; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education hereby supports the department’s qualification of its three recommended vendors based on the answers that each vendor formally provided to the Department in response to a Request for Qualifications; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education hereby acknowledges and accepts the department’s establishment of the following subtest qualifying scores effective January 1, 2014:

	RECOMMENDED QUALIFIED PASSING SCORES FOR 

HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION EQUIVALENCY TEST

	
	
	
	

	 
	ETS - Hi-Set

(High School Equivalency Test)
	McGraw Hill – TASC

(Test of Adult Secondary Completion)
	Pearson Vue – GED

(General Education Development)

	Score Range
	Total Possible Score 100                                                                Subtest Ranges =             1 - 20
	Total Possible Score 100                                             Subtest Ranges =                 1 - 20
	Total Possible Score  800                                                       Subtest Ranges =           100 - 200

	Language Arts - Writing
	9
	9
	Incorporated into other sections

	Language Reading
	9
	9
	150

	Social Studies
	9
	9
	150

	Science
	9
	9
	150

	Math
	9
	9
	150

	
	
	
	

	Notes:

Table source: test vendor RFQ responses
	

	2014 GED does not require a set total score to pass
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