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April 16, 2008

TO:

Members, State Board of Education
FROM:

Lucille E. Davy

                        
Commissioner
SUBJECT:
One Appointment and Four Reappointments to the State Special Education Advisory Council



I am herby recommending that the following individual be appointed to the State Special Advisory Council for a two-year term effective May 1, 2008.

                          Michael Nevin III graduated in June of 2002 from Nutley High School and attended Bergen Community College until 2005.  Mr. Nevin is a motivational speaker who has presented for the New Jersey Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs’ Dare to Dream Student Conferences, Seton Hall University, William Paterson University and “DiscoverAbility”- The 2007 Governor’s Conference: Employment for People with Disabilities. Mr. Nevin works at 1st Cerebral Palsy of New Jersey in Belleville.



I am hereby recommending that the following individuals be reappointed to the State Special Advisory Council for a two-year term effective May 1, 2008.



Carolyn Hayer is a parent of a child with disabilities.  This led to her involvement in a number of organizations supporting families with disabilities. Ms. Hayer is currently Director of Parent and Professional Development for the Statewide Parent Advocacy Network, 
a member of the Hackensack School Board,  a member of the Hackensack Special Education Advisory Council and Chairperson of Public Policy, for the New Jersey Council of Developmental Disabilities.



Katherine Roberson is currently the Policy and Information Coordinator at the Elizabeth M. Boggs Center on Developmental Disabilities.  She is also the parent of a child with disabilities and is a founding member of the Special Education Parents’ Group in Middlesex, New Jersey.  Ms. Roberson also serves as Vice President of the Family Support Coalition of New Jersey.



Blanche Stetler is Parent Consultant Project Associate for the Deaf-Blind Family and Community Educational Supports project (DB FACES).  She is a former president of the Prism Organization, a support group for parents and families of children with deaf-blindness. Ms. Stetler serves on the Executive Board for the National Family Association of Deaf-Blind.  Ms. Stetler is a parent of a teenager with deaf-blindness.


Philip Gartlan is currently the Executive Director of the Midland School, a private school for students with disabilities in North Branch, New Jersey. Mr. Gartlan is currently serving as President of ASAH, an association of private schools and agencies for students with disabilities and as Executive Director of Midland Adult Services Program.
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