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Summary of Comments and Agency Responses:

The following is a summary of the comments received from State Board of Education members and the public and the department’s responses.  Each commenter is identified at the end of the comment by a letter or number which corresponds to the following list:

State Board of Education

A.
Debra Eckert-Casha, Member


State Board of Education

B.
Josephine E. Hernandez, Member


State Board of Education

Member of the Public

1.
Cynthia Rice, Senior Policy Analyst


Association for Children of New Jersey
1.
COMMENT:  While the development of both the P-3 programs and the certificate were positive steps in New Jersey, the lack of a required Praxis II examination has undermined and marginalized the importance of this special type of education and of the certificate itself.   Because P-3 teachers are currently not required to take a Praxis II examination, many district administrators are hesitant to hire these teachers for fear that they do not meet the "highly qualified teacher" definition of No Child Left Behind. Combined with inadequate information on the P-3 certificate, the lack of a required Praxis II examination supports many district administrators' view that the P-3 certificate does not hold the same weight as other certificates.

Moreover, the lack of such an examination gives fuel to the false notion that teaching young children does not require the same level of skills required for older students.  It is crucial that the higher educational programs and the certificate be independently recognized as valuable assets for successfully training teachers to provide a rich, meaningful and developmentally appropriate education for our young children between the ages of 3 and 8.  By adopting the Praxis II Test for Early Childhood Education, the state is affirming its commitment to this recognized period of early learning and providing the needed support in validating the P-3 higher education programs, the P-3 certification, and most importantly, acknowledging the educational accomplishments and the importance of highly educated early childhood teachers. (1)
RESPONSE:  The department appreciates the commenter’s support for the adoption of the Praxis II Test for Early Childhood Education.  This action will ensure well-qualified early childhood education teachers and expand opportunities of those teachers who successfully pass the test.
2.
COMMENT:  The commenter asked whether currently certified early childhood education teachers would be required to take the Praxis II in Early Childhood Education to maintain certification.  (B)

RESPONSE:  Currently certified and employed early childhood school teachers would not be required to take the Praxis II in Early Childhood Education.  Those currently certified early childhood teachers who received their certification since the enactment of No Child Left Behind (NCLB) would have had to have already taken and passed the K-5 Praxis.  Additionally, veteran early childhood teachers certified prior to the enactment of the NCLB would have had to have met the standards for highly qualified teachers through the Highly Objective Uniform Standard of Evaluation (HOUSE).  Only those individuals seeking initial certification as early childhood teachers as of the effective date of the currently proposed amendments to N.J.A.C. 6A:9 would be required to pass the new P-3 Praxis.
3.
COMMENT:  The commenter asked what other states require the Praxis II in Early Childhood Education, and where New Jersey will rank in relation to other states after the proposed change in the Praxis II science test score is implemented.  The commenter also asked what states are upper and middle tiers of states in terms of passing scores on the Praxis II science tests.  (B)

RESPONSE:  North Dakota is the only other state that offers the early childhood test.  New Jersey will rank slightly above North Dakota in the passing score for that test.  Additionally, New Jersey will rank in the middle to upper tiers of states in terms of the passing score on the Praxis II science tests and basic skills tests.  The attached charts provide detail on the Praxis II passing scores (by subject) set by various states and highlight New Jersey’s ranking in each science area.  The department has taken a conservative approach in raising the passing score to phase in an increase in the standards.  
4.
COMMENT:  The commenter asked how the department ensures that the Praxis tests cover the department’s own standards.  (A)

RESPONSE:  The department aligns its standards with national standards, which are those covered by the Praxis tests.
Proposed Praxis II Passing Scores in New Jersey
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                September 5, 2007

Adoption Level

A RESOLUTION

ADOPTING A NEW PRAXIS II TEST FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION, ADOPTING REVISED PRAXIS II TESTS AND QUALIFYING SCORES, AND

ADOPTING NEW TESTS AND QUALIFYING SCORES FOR VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION ENDORSEMENTS

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education has required that teacher certification candidates pass tests in specified disciplines in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:9-8.1, effective January 20, 2004; and
WHEREAS, the State Board of Education has required a test for the Preschool

 through Grade Three endorsement in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:9-11.1; and


WHEREAS, the State Board of Education approves the department’s selection of the Early Childhood: Content Knowledge Area test for the Preschool through Grade Three endorsement and the establishment of an initial qualifying score; and 

WHEREAS, the department has conducted a standard-setting study to determine 
the validity of and the theoretically appropriate qualifying score for the Early Childhood: Content Knowledge Area test and has established a committee to review the results of the standard-setting study; and


WHEREAS, the Educational Testing Service (ETS) has recently revised a number of older Praxis II tests that the department has used; and 



WHEREAS, the department has conducted standard-setting studies  to determine the validity of and the theoretically appropriate qualifying scores for those Praxis II Subject Assessments and Specialty Area tests and has established committees to review the results of the standard-setting studies; and 
WHEREAS, the State Board of Education has required a test for the vocational – technical education endorsement in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:9-11.2; and

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education approves the department’s selection of the Praxis I: Pre-Professional Skills tests: Reading, Writing and Math for the vocational – technical education endorsement and the establishment of initial qualifying scores; and 


WHEREAS, the department has conducted standard-setting studies  to determine the validity of and the theoretically appropriate qualifying scores for those Praxis I Pre-Professional Skills tests and has established committees to review the results of the standard-setting studies; and 
WHEREAS, 
the Department of Education will annually evaluate the impact of qualifying scores on the available pool of teachers and report same to the State Board of Education; now therefore be it


RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education hereby supports the department’s selection of the Praxis I: Pre-Professional Skills tests and Praxis II Subject Assessment tests; and be it further



RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education hereby acknowledges and accepts the department’s establishment of the following qualifying scores effective December 1, 2007: 
	Biology: Content Knowledge (CK)
	152

	Chemistry: CK
	152

	Early Childhood: CK
	159

	General Science: CK
	152

	Earth Science: CK
	153

	Physics: CK
	141

	PPST: Reading
	176

	PPST: Writing
	174

	PPST: Math
	176


___________________________________


______________________________

Lucille E. Davy, Commissioner



Ronald K. Butcher, Ph.D., President

Secretary, NJ State Board of Education


NJ State Board of Education
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