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COMMISSIONER’S NARRATIVE

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

NOVEMBER 7, 2007
DISCUSSION RESOLUTION FOR
CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT STANDARDS IN MATHEMATICS AND LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY
TODAY, I AM PLEASED TO PROVIDE YOU WITH A RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER THE REVISED CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT STANDARDS IN MATHEMATICS AND LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY.
THE PROPOSED REVISIONS WILL SUPPORT NEW JERSEY’S ONGOING PARTICIPATION IN THE AMERICAN DIPLOMA PROJECT NETWORK.  
THE DISCUSSION RESOLUTION BEFORE YOU INDICATES THAT UPON ADOPTION, THE STANDARDS AND CUMULATIVE PROGRESS INDICATORS WILL IMMEDIATELY BECOME APPLICABLE TO ALL STUDENTS IN NEW JERSEY.  THE CLARITY AND RIGOR OF THESE REVISED STANDARDS WILL IMMEDIATELY ASSIST TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS IN THEIR EFFORTS TO IMPROVE TEACHING AND LEARNING FOR ALL CHILDREN.

HERE TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS ARE DR. JAY DOOLAN, ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER, DIVISION OF EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS AND PROGRAMS, AND DR. SANDRA ALBERTI, DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF ACADEMIC STANDARDS. 
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November 7, 2007

TO:


Members, State Board of Education

FROM:

Lucille E. Davy




Commissioner

SUBJECT:
Resolution to revise the Core Curriculum Content Standards in mathematics and language arts literacy 




The Department of Education is proposing to revise the Core Curriculum Content Standards in mathematics and language arts literacy.



The proposed revisions will support New Jersey’s participation in the American Diploma Project (ADP) Network, as outlined by Governor Jon S. Corzine on August 17, 2006.  The ADP Network now consists of 31 states, working together through Achieve, Inc., to make sure that every high school graduate is prepared for college or work.  In each state, governors, state superintendents of education, business executives, and college leaders are working to bring added value to the high school diploma by raising the rigor of high school standards, assessments, and curriculum and aligning expectations with the demands of postsecondary education and the twenty-first century workplace.  



In late January 2006, Achieve constructed a side-by-side chart that compared the alignment between the ADP college and workplace readiness benchmarks and the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards in mathematics and language arts literacy.  Both the New Jersey business community and New Jersey state colleges have endorsed the ADP benchmarks.  The initial Achieve analysis generally revealed strong alignment between the benchmarks and the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, but several specific gaps were noted and described in the summary report.  Working with Achieve over a period of several months, expert teams of New Jersey mathematics and language arts literacy educators formulated draft revisions to the standards which were shared with the wider New Jersey community through regional feedback sessions during the winter of 2006-2007.  Based on that feedback, and on continued feedback from Achieve, Inc., New Jersey submitted revised standards for a second quality review by Achieve, Inc.   



The criteria used by Achieve, Inc. in this most recent quality review of New Jersey’s Core Curriculum Content Standards and proposed revisions included rigor, focus, coherence, specificity, clarity and measurability.  The specific changes proposed were reviewed to ensure that New Jersey’s expectations for exiting high school are aligned with the expectations for college and work.  The quality review summary letter from Achieve President Michael Cohen, dated May 1, 2007, is included for your information.  Assuming adoption of the proposed revisions, the Achieve conclusion was that, “If New Jersey students achieve proficiency in the state standards, they will likely be well prepared for both workplace and college success.”

  

The primary focus of the revisions being proposed at this time is on the high school expectations for mathematics and language arts literacy.  Next year, the department will begin a broader review of the standards in all content areas and for all grade levels, to ensure that as the world and its demands change, so will the preparation of New Jersey’s students.
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November 7, 2007

Discussion Resolution
RESOLUTION TO ADOPT REVISED CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT STANDARDS IN LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY AND MATHEMATICS


WHEREAS, the State Board of Education has adopted rigorous Core Curriculum Content Standards and associated cumulative progress indicators which establish the basis for local curriculum and instruction for all students, the statewide assessment system, and the evaluation of local district boards of education; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey has joined with 30 other states to form the American Diploma Project (ADP) Network, committed to helping students leave high school well-prepared for college or work; 


WHEREAS, the New Jersey business community and New Jersey state colleges have endorsed the ADP College and Workplace Readiness Benchmarks; 


WHEREAS, expert panels of PreK-12 educators and representatives from higher education have reviewed both the Core Curriculum Content Standards in mathematics and language arts literacy and the ADP College and Workplace Readiness Benchmarks for mathematics and English; 


WHEREAS, the expert panels have elicited extensive public input through regional feedback sessions and written feedback; and, 


WHEREAS, the mathematics and language arts literacy standards, previously adopted in July 2002, have been revised to reflect the the demands of postsecondary education and the twenty-first century workplace, and further revised in response to an external review by Achieve, Inc; and,


WHEREAS, Achieve, Inc. has completed a quality review of the mathematics and language arts literacy standards and has concluded that, with the proposed changes, “the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Language Arts Literacy and Mathematics present student learning expectations that are intellectually demanding and well aligned with the ADP Benchmarks”; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the New Jersey State Board of Education hereby directs that these revised standards in language arts literacy and mathematics, along with the accompanying cumulative progress indicators, will become immediately applicable to all students; and be it further


RESOLVED, that the revised Core Curriculum Content Standards and accompanying cumulative progress indicators in language arts literacy and mathematics, dated November 7, 2007, will serve as the basis for any state or local assessments deemed appropriate by the Department of Education and the State Board of Education; and be it further


RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education commends the individuals and organizations, both within the state and beyond its borders, who have contributed to this revision of the Core Curriculum Content Standards.

________________________________

_____________________________

Lucille E. Davy, Commissioner


Ronald K. Butcher, Ph.D., President

Secretary, NJ State Board of Education

NJ State Board of Education
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