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December 5, 2007

TO:


Members, State Board of Education

FROM:

Lucille E. Davy




Commissioner

SUBJECT:
Resolution to revise the Core Curriculum Content Standards in mathematics and language arts literacy 




The Department of Education is proposing to revise the Core Curriculum Content Standards in mathematics and language arts literacy.



The proposed revisions will support New Jersey’s participation in the American Diploma Project (ADP) Network, as outlined by Governor Jon S. Corzine on August 17, 2006.  The ADP Network now consists of 31 states, working together through Achieve, Inc., to make sure that every high school graduate is prepared for college or work.  In each state, governors, state superintendents of education, business executives, and college leaders are working to bring added value to the high school diploma by raising the rigor of high school standards, assessments, and curriculum and aligning expectations with the demands of postsecondary education and the twenty-first century workplace.  



In late January 2006, Achieve constructed a side-by-side chart that compared the alignment between the ADP college and workplace readiness benchmarks and the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards in mathematics and language arts literacy.  Both the New Jersey business community and New Jersey state colleges have endorsed the ADP benchmarks.  The initial Achieve analysis generally revealed strong alignment between the benchmarks and the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, but several specific gaps were noted and described in the summary report.  Working with Achieve over a period of several months, expert teams of New Jersey mathematics and language arts literacy educators formulated draft revisions to the standards which were shared with the wider New Jersey community through regional feedback sessions during the winter of 2006-2007.  Based on that feedback, and on continued feedback from Achieve, Inc., New Jersey submitted revised standards for a second quality review by Achieve, Inc.   



The criteria used by Achieve, Inc. in this most recent quality review of New Jersey’s Core Curriculum Content Standards and proposed revisions included rigor, focus, coherence, specificity, clarity and measurability.  The specific changes proposed were reviewed to ensure that New Jersey’s expectations for exiting high school are aligned with the expectations for college and work.  The quality review summary letter from Achieve President Michael Cohen, dated May 1, 2007, is included for your information.  Assuming adoption of the proposed revisions, the Achieve conclusion was that, “If New Jersey students achieve proficiency in the state standards, they will likely be well prepared for both workplace and college success.”

  

The primary focus of the revisions being proposed at this time is on the high school expectations for mathematics and language arts literacy.  Next year, the department will begin a broader review of the standards in all content areas and for all grade levels, to ensure that as the world and its demands change, so will the preparation of New Jersey’s students.
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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT REVISED CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT STANDARDS IN LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY AND MATHEMATICS
COMMENT/RESPONSE FORM

This comment and response form contains comments from the November 7, 2007 State Board public meeting when the Resolution to Adopt Revised Core Curriculum Content Standards in Language Arts Literacy and Mathematics was presented at First Discussion Level.
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SUMMARY OF COMMENTS AND RESPONSES:

The following is a summary of the comments made by State Board members.  Each commenter is identified at the end of each comment by a number, which corresponds to the following list:

A. Ronald K. Butcher, President
State Board of Education

B. Debra Casha, Member

State Board of Education

C. Kathleen Dietz, Member
State Board of Education

D. Edithe Fulton, Member
State Board of Education

1.  
Comment:
The commenter expressed concern over various components of the American Diploma Project.  The commenter specifically requested clarification of the extent to which adoption of the proposed resolution might be interpreted as broad approval of multiple pieces of the American Diploma Project, over and above the revision of standards.  (C)

Response:
The Department views the proposed revisions to the Core Curriculum Content Standards as supportive of, but separate from, other components of the American Diploma Project.  
2.
Comment:

The commenters expressed concern over placing too much emphasis on academic learning and too little emphasis on the equally important vocational, or job-producing, skills.  (B, C)

Response:

The Department disagrees.  These proposed revisions to the Core Curriculum Content Standards in Language Arts Literacy and Mathematics are viewed as necessary for all students, whether they wish to continue on to college or they decide to enter the workforce with some hope of advancement.  The Department does not believe that it serves our graduates well to prepare them only for the lowest and most poorly paying positions.  Rather, we believe that a high school diploma should empower students, upon graduation, to open multiple doorways.  The Department further recognizes that in today’s technological world, a high percentage of those doorways require better math and literacy skills than might have been required in previous years.  
3.
Comment:

The commenters questioned the amount of business and community support for the various proposals associated with New Jersey’s participation in the American Diploma Project.  The commenters requested more specific details concerning the business representatives and higher education representatives who have expressed support for the implementation of the American Diploma Project proposals.  One of the commenters specifically emphasized the importance of trades, using “plumbers” as an example, and whether any support from such trades was included in the businesses.  (A, B)

Response:

The American Diploma Project Benchmarks have been unanimously endorsed by the Board of Directors of the New Jersey Chamber of Commerce.  That Board includes representation from a broad range of business perspectives, including telecommunications, banking, construction, retail sales, utilities, medical services, and manufacturing.  The Benchmarks have also been endorsed by the New Jersey Presidents’ Council, representing New Jersey’s public, private, and community colleges and universities.  Both of these groups reviewed and discussed the ADP Benchmarks over a period of several months, leading to their endorsements.  Among those who have been individually vocal in their support of the American Diploma Project Benchmarks are Susan A. Cole, President of Montclair State University and Arthur F. Ryan, Chairman & CEO of Prudential Financial, Inc.

4.
Comment:

The commenter expressed concern that the labels “algebra I,” “geometry,” and “algebra II” might not be interpreted consistently across the state without the development and dissemination of course descriptions.  The commenter further suggested that algebra I and geometry course descriptions should come first, before algebra II.  (B)

Response:

The Department agrees and is currently working with other American Diploma Project States, through Achieve, to develop model course descriptions for algebra I and geometry, and for the spiral integrated equivalent of algebra I, geometry, and algebra II.  These model course descriptions could then be adapted to New Jersey’s needs if or when revised graduation requirements are adopted by this Board. 

5.
Comment:

The commenter noted that while the current language arts literacy standards are grade-specific for the elementary grades, they are not grade-specific for high school.  Any future required courses or end-of-course assessments would necessitate grade-specific detail similar to that provided in the elementary grades.  (B)

Response:

The Department agrees that before implementing grade-level assessments for high school in language arts literacy, it would be necessary either to develop grade-level cumulative progress indicators similar to the current format for elementary grades or to develop grade-specific course descriptions as a basis for both instruction and assessment.  Since mathematics and language arts literacy are so different, the format for describing the high school expectations would not necessarily have to be the same. 

6.
Comment:

The commenter questioned the size of the mathematics and language arts literacy panels responsible for developing the proposed revisions.  (D)

Response:

The two panels of ten each were made up of both K-12 educators and higher-education representatives.  These panels were slightly less than half the size of the panels that facilitated the major revisions in 2002.  Much of the groundwork for this review was already completed by Achieve, through their side-by-side analysis of New Jersey’s standards and the American Diploma Project Benchmarks.  In both 2002 and 2007, however, the proposed revisions were vetted through regional feedback sessions; so the final proposal reflects the input of a number substantially larger than the panels alone.   

7.
Comment:

The commenter requested clarification of the plans to revise the statewide assessments in mathematics and language arts.  (D)

Response:

The Department is hopeful that eventually the statewide assessments taken by New Jersey high school students might also serve as placement tests in mathematics and English for institutions of higher education.  An algebra II assessment and an English III assessment, if eventually administered statewide might possibly serve that purpose.  That would, of course, require numerous intermediate steps, many of which would pass through the State Board’s review and approval process.  
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Discussion Resolution
RESOLUTION TO ADOPT REVISED CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT STANDARDS IN LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY AND MATHEMATICS


WHEREAS, the State Board of Education has adopted rigorous Core Curriculum Content Standards and associated cumulative progress indicators which establish the basis for local curriculum and instruction for all students, the statewide assessment system, and the evaluation of local district boards of education; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey has joined with 30 other states to form the American Diploma Project (ADP) Network, committed to helping students leave high school well-prepared for college or work; and


WHEREAS, the New Jersey business community and New Jersey state colleges have endorsed the ADP College and Workplace Readiness Benchmarks; and


WHEREAS, expert panels of PreK-12 educators and representatives from higher education have reviewed both the Core Curriculum Content Standards in mathematics and language arts literacy and the ADP College and Workplace Readiness Benchmarks for mathematics and English; and


WHEREAS, the expert panels have elicited extensive public input through regional feedback sessions and written feedback; and 


WHEREAS, the mathematics and language arts literacy standards, previously adopted in July 2002, have been revised to reflect the the demands of postsecondary education and the twenty-first century workplace, and further revised in response to an external review by Achieve, Inc; and


WHEREAS, Achieve, Inc. has completed a quality review of the mathematics and language arts literacy standards and has concluded that, with the proposed changes, “the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Language Arts Literacy and Mathematics present student learning expectations that are intellectually demanding and well aligned with the ADP Benchmarks”; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the New Jersey State Board of Education hereby directs that these revised standards in language arts literacy and mathematics, along with the accompanying cumulative progress indicators, will become immediately applicable to all students; and be it further


RESOLVED, that the revised Core Curriculum Content Standards and accompanying cumulative progress indicators in language arts literacy and mathematics, dated November 7, 2007, will serve as the basis for any state or local assessments deemed appropriate by the Department of Education and the State Board of Education; and be it further


RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education commends the individuals and organizations, both within the state and beyond its borders, who have contributed to this revision of the Core Curriculum Content Standards.

________________________________

_____________________________

Lucille E. Davy, Commissioner


Ronald K. Butcher, Ph.D., President

Secretary, NJ State Board of Education

NJ State Board of Education
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