
 

Notes for Course Roster Data 
 
 
In preparing your course roster submission for the 2012-2013 school year, there are several things you 
should remember that will impact the data provided in next year’s Performance Reports and Course 
Roster Summaries: 
 

 Algebra I course taking prior to secondary school is highlighted as an indicator of college and 
career readiness in the School Performance Reports. This data is derived from the NJ SMART 
Course Roster collection using the School Code for the Exchange of Data (SCED) 52052. This is a 
prior-to-secondary SCED code. For the 2011-2012 SY, various districts coded prior-to-secondary 
students enrolled in Algebra I using secondary SCED codes in order to indicate that high school 
credits were being offered for these courses. Please note secondary SCED codes should NOT be 
used to report courses with prior-to-secondary grade spans. If a course with a prior-to-
secondary grade span offers high school credits, you must report the course using the 
appropriate prior-to-secondary SCED code. You ARE able to report available credit and credits 
earned for prior-to-secondary courses. 

 

 Advanced Placement (AP) participation is also highlighted as a Performance Report indicator. 
Data collected during the NJ SMART Course Roster submission was used to analyze at a student-
level AP course taking in the subjects of English, Math, Social Studies and Science. When 
reporting AP courses to the Course Roster submission, please ensure you use the AP specific 
SCED codes contained in the National Center for Education Statistics’ SCED code manual. This 
manual can be found on the NJ SMART Help Tab.  

 

 For future years, NJDOE is exploring the inclusion of participation in Dual Enrollment college 
courses and International Baccalaureate (IB) courses as indicators in the NJ School Performance 
Report. Dual Enrollment college courses are now collected in the Course Roster submission 
using the new Course Type data element. Assigning a Course Type of “C” to a course section 
indicates the course is a college level dual enrollment course, and staff data is not required. IB 
courses are also reported to the Course Roster submission. When reporting IB courses to the 
submission, please ensure you use the IB specific SCED codes contained in the National Center 
for Education Statistics’ SCED code manual. Please reference the Course Roster Submission Data 
Handbook and the NCES SCED code manual for additional guidance on how to report Dual 
Enrollment and IB data. Both manuals can be found on the NJ SMART Help Tab. 
 

 Teachers submitted to the Course Roster submission have been identified in the Course Roster 
Summary Report as either assigned to tested grades and subjects (TGS) or assigned to non-
tested grades and subjects (NTGS). The TGS categorization includes fourth through eighth grade 
English Language Arts and Mathematics teachers reported to the Course Roster submission with 
SCED subject areas 51, 52, and 73. Teachers reported for courses with subject areas other than 
51, 52, and 73 were not included in the TGS categorization and will not be included in this 
categorization for the 2012-2013 SY.  

 

 Records submitted to the 2011-2012 Course Roster Submission that did not contain enough 
accurate data to create a successful teacher-student link could not be accurately included in the 



Performance Report and Course Roster Summary analyses. Median Student Growth Percentiles 
(mSGPs) could have been created for approximately 16,500 teachers who were submitted to the 
Course Roster Submission without error and successfully linked to student rosters. Teacher 
mSGPs could not be calculated for staff that could not be linked to students. The year one 
submission did reveal students with SGPs who could not be linked to teachers using data 
submitted via the Course Roster collection. As you submit data to this collection for the 2012-
2013 SY, please ensure you resolve any records that fall into the Sections without Students and/ 
or Student Out-of-Sync buckets. A new validation rule has been added to this year’s submission 
that will prevent you from releasing your records without first resolving these unlinked records. 
The SY 2011-2012 teacher-student match rate was 86%. While this rate is impressive for a year 
one submission, LEA’s should aspire to meet a match rate of 100% to most effectively reflect an 
accurate depiction of the classroom. 

 

 In general, the data provided in the Performance and Course Roster Summary Reports is only as 
accurate as the data you submit to NJ SMART. NJ SMART has a nearly 100% participation rate 
and a very low error rate across submissions. Your diligence in providing accurate data and 
preemptively flagging data concerns remains paramount to the precision of the reported 
information. Remember to review your submitted records for accuracy prior to releasing your 
official data to NJDOE. You are highly encouraged to also utilize the Local Data Mart periods to 
regularly update your submitted data and run District Reports to ensure the data reported 
meets your district’s expectations for accuracy. Data related to assessment achievement, 
absenteeism, Student Growth Percentiles, graduation rates, and post-secondary enrolment can 
all be reviewed by running District Reports. Flagging data inaccuracies for early resolve will assist 
in the improvement of overall data quality and ultimately advance the usefulness of the data. 
For additional resources regarding accessing and utilizing the various District Reports, please 
visit the NJ SMART Help Tab. 

 
Creating a culture of informed data use remains an imperative goal for New Jersey. As a state, we are 
succeeding in building the capacity to use data effectively while developing a culture of systemic and 
sustained data use in our public educational system. Thank you again for playing such an integral role in 
the commitment to data quality and accuracy.  
 


