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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
PO Box 500
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JoN S. CORZINE LuciLLe E. Davy
Governor Acting Commissioner

November 3, 2006

TO: Chief School Administrators
Charter School Lead Persons

FROM: Lucille E. Davy, Commission

SUBJECT: Letter to Parents Supporting NJSMART Data Collection

It has come to my attention over the past few weeks that many districts are
experiencing difficulty in getting information from parents that is required to
populate the NJSMART data base. Attached for your use and distribution are
letters (both in English and Spanish) that explain to parents why we need their
cooperation in this effort.

| know most of you are working very hard retrieving, aggregating and
forwarding this information to us. Once the statewide student identifiers and data
base are in place, both the department and districts will benefit in ways that have
not been available in the past.

Again, thank you for supporting this effort. | hope that these letters will allay

some of the fears expressed by your parents when asked to give personal
information about their children.

C: County Superintendent

. www.nj.gov/education
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State of Nefu Jecney

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
PO Box 500
TRENTON, NJ 08625-0500
Jon S. CORZINE LuctLLE E. Davy
Governor Acting Commissioner

November 6, 2006
Dear Parents:

I am writing to tell you that the New Jersey Department of Education is currently creating a student level
database system for all children attending public schools in our state.

The federal government is requiring all states to create statewide student databases. This is a very
positive development for both students and the Department. It will mean that your child’s teachers and
administrators will be able to track the progress of each individual student from year to year, even if your
family moves to a different school district. It will also give the Department and your local district the
information needed to make good decisions about programs and resources.

To create the database, the Department will assign a unique identification number to each student so that
personal information, such as the child’s name and home address, will not be accessible. Many of the 43
pieces of information needed to create a unique ID number for each student are already on file at your
children’s schools. You will not be asked to provide a Social Security Number for your child; however,
in some cases, we will need additional information, such as your child’s city of birth. Your local school
district will be contacting you to ask you to provide that information.

As a parent myself, I can appreciate the concerns that you may have about giving anyone personal
information about your child. Please be assured that your local school district is collecting this
information at the request of the Department. Also be assured that it will only be used to create your
child’s unique ID number.

If you have questions, I encourage you to contact your local district superintendent, district business
administrator or school principal. Staff at the State Department of Education will also be available to
provide additional information.

I thank you for your cooperation and understanding as we work to create a data system that will help us
better prepare all of our children for citizenship and career opportunities in the 21* century.

Sincerely,
Lucille E. Davy
Commissioner
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State of Nefu Jersey

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
PO Box 500
TRENTON, NJ 08625-0500
Jon S. CORZINE LuciLLe E. Davy
Governor Acting Commissioner

November 6, 2006
Queridos Padres de Familia:

En esta oportunidad me estoy dirigiendo a ustedes para informarles que el Departamento de Educacion de
New Jersey esta por crear un sistema de base de datos a nivel de estudiante, de todos los nifios que asisten
a las escuelas publicas en el Estado de New Jersey.

El gobierno Federal est4 solicitando a todos los estados crear el sistema de base de datos estatales del
estudiante. En términos de desarrollo, esto es muy positivo para los estudiantes y el Departamento de
Educacién. Significara que los profesores y los administradores de su hijo o hija, podran hacer un
seguimiento del progreso de cada estudiante, de afio en afio, de manera individual, asi la familia tenga que
mudarse a un distrito escolar diferente. Este sistema también le dar4 al Departamento, y al distrito escolar
local donde estudian sus hijos la informacién necesaria para tomar buenas decisiones en los programas y
recursos.

Para crear el sistema de datos, el Departamento de Educacién asignara un niimero de identificacion dnico
a cada estudiante, de modo que la informacién personal, como el nombre del estudiante y la direccién de
su domicilio, no sea de facil acceso. Varias de las 43 piezas de informaci6n necesarias para crear un
ntimero tinico de identificacién para cada estudiante, ya estan en archivo en las escuelas de sus hijos. Sin
embargo, en algunos casos, se necesitard informaci6n adicional, tal como el lugar de nacimiento de su
hijo o hija. Las autoridades de su distrito escolar se comunicaran con ustedes para pedirles que les
proporcionen esa informacion.

Como madre que soy yo comprendo las preocupaciones que ustedes pueden tener en proporcionar esta

informacién personal sobre sus hijos a cualquier persona. Por favor, les pido que se aseguren que su
distriio escolar local esta recogicndo esta informacién a peticién del Departamento de educacion.
Asegtirese que solo sera utilizado para crear el nimero tnico de identificacién de su hijo.

Si tiene preguntas, le exhorto a que se comunique con el Superintendente Escolar de su distrito, del
administrador de negocios del distrito, y el director de la escuela local. El personal del Departamento de
Educaci6n también estaré disponible para facilitarle la informacién adicional.

Yo le agradezco por su cooperacién y su comprension en el trabajo que estamos haciendo para crear un
sistema de datos que nos ayude mejor a preparar a todos nuestros nifios para que sean buenos ciudadanos
y tengan una brillante oportunidad de lograr una carrera en el siglo 21.

Cordialmente,

%Awuc
Lucille E. Davy
Commissioner
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