
April 15, 2015 

TO:  Chief School Administrators 
Charter School Lead Persons 
District and School Test Coordinators 
District and School Technology Coordinators 

FROM: Bari Anhalt Erlichson, Ph.D. 
Assistant Commissioner 

RE: Feedback from the Field: End of PARCC Performance Based Assessment (PBA) Window 

Over the past several weeks, it has been my pleasure to visit several schools and speak to educators and 
students about the implementation of the first portion of the PARCC assessments. I thank those 
administrators who have reached out to me personally so we may share their suggestions with their 
colleagues as well as the county superintendents who are leading discussions amongst administrators. As 
you continue planning your efforts for the PARCC End of Year (EOY) component, I encourage you and 
your team to continue to reach out to us with your questions and feedback.  

Through your feedback, we have been able to cultivate a number of suggestions about test administration 
that local school officials may wish to consider: 

EOY Test Calendar 
If, based on your experience with the PBA, you would like to request a change to your test window, 
please reach out to us at Vernoica.Orsi@doe.state.nj.us. We have granted numerous requests to adjust the 
test window so that schools can schedule PARCC before or after either AP or IB testing, and we are 
happy to work with other local school officials who wish to make changes. 

“Sit and Stare” 
One of the major differences between the previous administrations of HSPA and this year’s 
administration of the computer-based PARCC, is that our administration policies have changed regarding 
whether students can have access to personal reading materials in the test environment. With PARCC, it 
is perfectly appropriate for students to read independently in the test environment. This is a substantial 
evolution from past policies, so please make sure that your test administrators are aware of this. Some 
schools remind students to bring in their own book to read, while others provide a cart of materials for 
students to select from in the test environment. Additionally, as appropriate, students may be dismissed 
back to their regular schedule. 

Unit Time and Estimated Time On Task (ETOT) 
Consistently we have heard that students are finishing the PARCC assessments with a lot of time to spare, 
well ahead of the Unit Test Session Time. As we announced last September, we determined the testing 
times based on our field test experience last year and we purposely designed them so as to provide  
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ample time to prevent students from feeling rushed. We also provided schools with an Estimated Time On 
Task (ETOT), which is what we believe the typical student would require. Feedback from districts 
indicates that at least a few test administrators did not have access to the ETOT information and were 
concerned when students finished quickly. Please help put your test administrators at ease by providing 
them with the ETOTs. 
 
Proctors 
All administrators that I have spoken to said that they provided test administrators (i.e., classroom 
teachers) with a great deal of support during the initial testing days when many classroom teachers were 
not confident in their individual abilities to administer the test. However, as confidence grew, schools 
were able to reduce their support. While every test session must be conducted by a test administrator, it is 
not necessary to have a proctor present in all classrooms. Some schools worked to support their test 
administrators through a “roving” proctor, some through the provision of walkie-talkies, and others 
staggered their testing start times so that a great deal of support was available when students logged-on. If 
you would like further guidance about administration requirements, please reach out to us. 
 
Large Group Testing and “Stacking” of Test Sessions 
Administrators were generally pleased with how testing went in larger group testing sessions and with the 
stacking of test sessions, particularly as it became apparent that students were not utilizing the entire test 
session times. Some schools dismissed students back to their classrooms as each individual student 
completed the session, others did not. 
 
Student Experience 
Overall, the student experience was very positive. Administrators and teachers have reported that students 
finished the test “wondering what all the hoopla” was about. While some students report that the 
assessments were similar in difficulty to NJASK, others report that they found some sections challenging. 
And most reported preferring to take the assessments on the computer! As we did in the field test, the 
EOY PARCC assessment does contain a student survey to more fully capture the student experience. The 
survey questions can be found here: http://parcconline.org/assessment-administration-guidance 
 
 
Practice Before the EOY 
New Jersey had another difficult winter with snow days that may have limited the time schools had 
available to utilize PARCC tools to prepare students for the testing platform. If you feel that you would 
like to provide your students with additional opportunities, the PARCC EOY practice tests are available 
online. The field test for the PARCC diagnostic assessments is also ongoing. While both the practice tests 
and the diagnostic assessments are tech-enabled, the diagnostic assessments are on the “operational” 
platform, and thus, more closely resembles the testing platform. If you would like to participate in the 
diagnostic assessment field test, please contact Jeff Hauger at jeffrey.hauger@doe.state.nj.us. 
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