
Northfield Community Middle School principal, Glenn Robbins, was awarded the Digital Principal Award by the National 
Association of Secondary School Principals for integrating digital media in an effort to further learning goals. Robbins set out first 
to renew the school's broadband infrastructure and create a BYOD program, supplemented by Chromebooks. Inspired by Stanford 
University’s program, Robbins converted the hallways into makerspaces that his school calls “Idea Streets,” where students can 
write notes on hallways, windows or complete assignments while riding on a stationary bicycle.  
 
The school's Digital Shop is rooted on design thinking and projects that have allowed students the space to take control of their 
own learning through designing 3D-printed prosthetic hands for children and creating video games from children's books. Students 
also control their own learning pace on Northfield's gamified learning management system that allows students to control their 
own pace and level of learning during the course of the year. 
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innovateNJ 
 innovateNJ is New Jersey’s initiative to support innovation and practice by fostering collaboration, cultivating projects, and convening 
practitioners and partners. Through your active participation as an innovateNJ member, the establishment of next-generation 
instructional practices as a standard within classrooms will promote and heighten the college and career readiness levels of our 
students.  
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Northfield Presented 2016 NASSP Digital Principal Award 
 

EdSurge, in collaboration with the Bergen County Superintendents Association (BCSA) and the New Jersey 
Department of Education’s (NJDOE) Office of School Innovation, hosted the Tri-State Tech for Schools Summit, a 
one-day Education Leaders Workshop on Friday, February 26, 2016, at the Ramapo College of New Jersey.  
 
Educational leaders from New Jersey, New York and Connecticut were given a space to network and collaborate with 
peers on innovative tactical approaches to implement next-generation instructional practices. Joshua Koen from 
Newark Public Schools, a newly inducted innovateNJ district, gave a concise and informative presentation on 
technologies that transform the way we look at teaching and learning. Also presenting from New Jersey was David 
Janosz from Northern Valley Regional High School District, who explored how the district implemented professional 
development and meaningful ongoing embedded support for eight key instructional practices in its 1:1 learning 
technology program. 
 
Teacher and school leaders were given the opportunity to engage with 23 different edtech companies, participate in 
district focus panels, and get together to set a path for future innovation opportunities.   
 

http://www.nj.gov/education/innovateNJ/initiatives/
http://www.nj.gov/education/innovateNJ/app/


 
  

The White House’s 2017 Fiscal Budget has made some critical investments in accelerating the pace of innovation in schools 
across America. In response to only a quarter of states offering computer science courses with programming and coding, the 
new budget will implement a new initiative, Computer Science for All, to allow all students to be equipped with computational 
thinking skills they need to be creators in the digital economy.  
  
A sum of $4 billion has been mandated for the new initiative that will support all 50 states to expand access to rigorous 
instruction, learning, and programs of study in computer science. In addition, $135 million in computer science funding will be 
used to leverage existing resources at the National Science Foundation and the Corporation for National and Community 
Service to train more teachers for these courses. 
 
As part of the new initiative, a broad call to action to expand computer science (CS) in K-12 classrooms has been made, calling 
on governors, mayors, companies, foundations, non-profits, tech entrepreneurs and education leaders to do more to make this 
valuable subject available to students. To learn more about this initiative and other STEM opportunities from the 2017 Fiscal 
Budget, click here. 
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Calling all innovateNJ Community 

Members!!! 
 
Do you have an innovative practice 
you’d like to share with Community 
members and other educators 
nationwide? Is there an innovative 
educational resource you’d like to 
learn more about? Then sign up to 
moderate the next #innovateNJ 
virtual discussions!  
 
The innovateNJ Community holds 
online chats every first and third 
Wednesday at 8 p.m. to afford 
educators nationwide the opportunity 
to participate in a collaborative and 
positive innovative learning exchange. 
 
To learn more, email 
innovation@doe.state.nj.us.   

 
Calling all Future Ready 
Districts!! 
 
So your district has taken that step to 
plan and implement personalized, 
research-based digital learning 
strategies to help students reach their 
full potential. 
 
Join other like-minded educators 
committed to working together in 
ways that produce replicable and 
adaptable innovative practices, 
helping to identify what is being 
done and what works well across the 
state.  To learn more about the 
innovateNJ Community or about 
becoming a member, click here. 

 

To explore new opportunities for 
entrepreneurship, innovation and 
hands-on learning experiences, 
New Jersey will hold a MakerSpace 
Day on March 18 and 19, 2016.  
 
We urge you to send pictures and 
videos of innovative practices such 
as these ─ Computer Science 
Education Week and Hour of Code, 
to innovation@doe.state.nj.us. 

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/stem_fact_sheet_2017_budget_final.pdf
mailto:innovation@doe.state.nj.us
http://www.state.nj.us/education/innovateNJ/app/

