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innovateNJ 
innovateNJ is New Jersey’s initiative to support innovation and practice by fostering collaboration, cultivating projects, and convening 
practitioners and partners.  Through your active participation as an innovateNJ member, the establishment of next-generation 
instructional practices as a standard within classrooms will promote and heighten the college and career readiness levels of our 
students. 
 

ISSUE 9 2016 February 

 BCIT OPTION II COURSE 
INITIATIVE ....................... 2 

 OFFICE OF SCHOOL 
INNOVATION WELCOMES NEW 
COHORT MEMBERS ............ 1 
 

 #INNOVATENJ .............. 2 
 
 INNOVATENJ COMMUNITY 
APPLICATION OPEN ........... 2 
 

INITIATIVES 

The New Jersey Department of Education’s (NJDOE) Office of School Innovation will host the Spring 2016 innovateNJ Community 
Convening. The Convening will take place on Monday, March 21, 2016, at the NJDOE building in Trenton.  

We are moving forward with innovative practices, programs, and  partnerships, and we are committed to providing you with a forum to 
share, learn, and innovatively transform the lives of our students! 

We will be welcoming our 25 newly inducted districts into the innovateNJ Community and sharing how we can continue to expand the 
network across this amazing state. The Office of School Innovation will share some amazing events and opportunities that are 
happening within the office for the benefit of our innovateNJ Community members. 

In the spirit of cross-school district sharing, members of our innovateNJ Community and their corresponding partnership school 
districts will be presenting on the positive progress of their innovative projects.  

We are pleased to announce that the following schools will be presenting at the Spring 2016 innovateNJ Community Convening:  
 

innovateNJ Spring 2016 Convening  

 TRI-STATE TECH FOR 
SCHOOLS SUMMIT .............. 2 

 REQUEST FOR QUALIFIED 
INNOVATION PARTNERS...... 2 

 
Montville Township Public Schools 

 
Mount Holly Township Public Schools 

http://www.nj.gov/education/innovateNJ/initiatives/


 
  

 

 
Burlington County Institute of Technology (BCIT), a career and technical district of innovateNJ, initiated an Option II program 
through the implementation of three hybrid-based courses; classes blended with face-to-face and synchronous online meetings. 
The Option II program, which serves as New Jersey's alternate credit program for high school students, allows students to take 
advantage of electives or special program courses to enrich learning beyond the traditional school day.  
 
In the first year, BCIT originally planned to launch two hybrid courses. But due to the overwhelming demand from students, they 
decided to start three courses: Human Behavior, Forensic Science, and Topic in Hispanic Culture. All three courses are filled to 
capacity. Class structures are student-led and inquiry-based and all participating students are issued a Chromebook. This month. 
BCIT will incorporate Advanced Placement hybrid courses into its block schedule. Students meet twice a week for online, 
synchronous sessions. 
 
BCIT has received strong positive feedback from students and teachers alike. Most students agreed that they would participate in 
another hybrid course and would recommend to their peers to do the same. With progressive qualitative and quantitative results, 
BCIT will continue to sustain and expand their Option II program.  
 
 
 

   
COMMUNITY 

EdSurge, in collaboration with the Bergen County Superintendents Association (BCSA), and the New Jersey Department of 
Education’s Office of School Innovation, will host the Tri-State Tech for Schools Summit, a one-day Education Leaders Workshop, 
on Friday, February 26, 2016, at the Ramapo College of New Jersey.  

Join us as we network and collaborate with peers from districts across the tri-state area on innovative tactical approaches to implement 
next-generation instructional practices. 

To learn more about this amazing opportunity to engage in learning and communication around innovation in education, click here.  

 

CLEARINGHOUSE Tri-State Tech for Schools Summit 

#innovateNJ 
 
 
 

Calling all innovateNJ Community 
Members!!! 

 
Do you have an innovative practice you’d 
like to share with Community members 
and other educators nationwide? Is there 
an innovative educational resource you’d 
like to learn more about? Then sign up to 
moderate the next #innovateNJ virtual 
discussions!  
 
The innovateNJ Community holds online 
chats every first and third Wednesday at 
8 p.m. to afford educators nationwide the 
opportunity to participate in a 
collaborative and positive innovative 
learning exchange. 
 
To learn more, email 
innovation@doe.state.nj.us.   

Accepting Applications 
for InnovateNJ 

Community Cohort 4 !! 
 
The Spring 2016 innovateNJ Community 
Application is open!  We are making 
great strides to scale the innovateNJ 
network across the great state of New 
Jersey but we are looking to grow even 
larger! 
 
We are encouraging all New Jersey 
school district leaders to submit an 
application to become a member of our 
awesome group of innovative educators.   
 
If you are an existing member, ensure to 
pass this invitation on to your fellow 
Superintendent(s). 
 
To learn more about the innovateNJ 
Community and how to apply to Cohort 
4, visit 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/innovat
eNJ/app/  
 

Request for Qualified 
Innovation Partners 

The New Jersey Department of 
Education’s  Office of School Innovation 
is pleased to announce the opening of 
their Request for Qualification (RFQ) 
application for organizations seeking to 
become an NJDOE Qualified Innovation 
Partner. Qualified Innovation Partners are 
individuals or organizations who have 
demonstrated expertise applicable to 
potentially serve as a partner with 
New Jersey school districts on programs. 
This expertise may include the use of 
technology to rethink how instruction is 
delivered and upend the conventional 
notion of how a traditional school day 
unfolds. 

To access the application and to learn 
more on how to become a Qualified 
Innovation Partner, visit 
www.state.nj.us/education/innovateNJ/cl
earinghouse/.  

 

Burlington County Institute of Technology  
Successfully Launches Option II Courses 
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