Determining Sample Size

The following table should be used by participating CEP schools/districts for the determination
of the sample size needed for the verification of the NJ Household Information Surveys.

SAMPLE SIZE SAMPLE SIZE

TOTAL REPORTED EXPRESSED AS % TOTAL REPORTED EXPRESSED AS NO.
Up to 50 86% 401 - 650 197
51-100 76% 651 - 950 232
101-150 68% 951 - 1,250 254
151-200 62% 1,251 - 1,500 264
201-250 57% 1,501 - 1,750 272
251-300 52% 1,751 - 1,950 279
301 -400 48% 1,951 - 2,400 284
2,401 - 2,900 291
2,901 - 3,400 295
3,401 - 3,900 299
3,901 - 4,900 303
4,901 - 9,500 312
9,501 - 17,000 318
17,001 - 48,000 322
48,001 - 500,000 325

This table is based on a commonly used table which will provide a confidence level of 99
percent with a precision of £ 2 percent. The table has been condensed for this purpose and
does not reflect the numerous sample sizes required for populations up to 500,000. The
development of population ranges and averaging of sample sizes for such ranges will have a
marginal but acceptable impact on the confidence level and precision. Sample sizes for
populations up to 400 are expressed as a percentage (%) of the actual population. Sample
sizes over 400 are expressed as a number for a population range.

The table was taken from the School District/Charter School Audit Program. The entire text
of the Audit Program is available at the following website:
http://www.state.nj.us/education/finance/fp/audit/




