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INTRODUCTION 
 
The following information is provided by the Department of Education to serve as a self-
evaluation guide for individuals interested in applying for a career and technical education 
teaching certificate in the State of New Jersey using the alternate route program.  The guide 
provides information about eligible degrees, employment experience, and self-employment 
experience that can be used to apply for a certificate.  It also contains information regarding 
required state-issued licenses or credentials, when applicable.  Note that this guide is not meant 
to be used to determine actual eligibility to apply, and it does not contain all of the requirements 
for an actual certificate application.  For complete application information, visit the Office of 
Licensure and Credentials website at http://www.nj.gov/education/educators/license/.  
Individuals who do not hold the required credentials listed on this detail page should 
consult Part F: Other Credentials. 
 

PART A: CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION CERTIFICATE AND PROGRAM 
 
The holder of a Fire Science Career and Technical Education Certificate #4155 issued by the 
New Jersey Department of Education is eligible to teach career and technical education programs 
and programs of study organized under the Institute of Educational Sciences Classification of 
Instructional Programs (CIP) Code 43.02, Fire Protection, which are instructional programs that 
focus on the principles and procedures for providing homeland security, police, and other safety 
services and managing penal institutions offered by public school districts in the State of New 
Jersey. 
http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/cipdetail.aspx?y=55&cipid=88549   
 

PART B: REQUIRED STATE-ISSUED LICENSE OR CREDENTIAL 
 
Firefighter and firefighter instructor are regulated occupations in the State of New Jersey.  All 
applicants for the Fire Science Career and Technical Education Certificate #4155 must 

http://www.nj.gov/education/educators/license/�
http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/cipdetail.aspx?y=55&cipid=88549�
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qualify by holding all of the following instructional credentials issued by the New Jersey 
Department of Community Affairs, as per Standards for Fire Service Training and 
Certification, N.J.A.C. 5:73-5.3 I, listed below:  
  

 Instructor Level 2 
 Live Burn Instructor Certificate+ 
 Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA)/Smokehouse Instructor Certificate+  

 
+NOTICE: The New Jersey Department of Community Affairs will be condensing the Live 
Burn Instructor certificate and the SCBA/Smokehouse Instructor Certificate into a new Drill 
Ground Instructor certificate.  Applicants using the above credentials should check with the 
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of Fire Safety, to ensure their 
credentials are current prior to applying to the New Jersey Department of Education for a fire 
science career and technical education certificate. 

 
Applicants holding one of the eligible certificate or credential issued by the New Jersey 
Department of Community Affairs identified above must submit the following: 
 

1. A copy of a current eligible certificate or credential.* 
 
2. Successful completion of an examination in physiology, hygiene and substance abuse issues.  

Applicants must pass an examination in physiology, hygiene and substance abuse issues 
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:9-5.9, including the effects of narcotics and alcohol. The 
examination is administered at the county offices of education.  In lieu of this 
examination, the applicant may present basic military training or college level study in 
areas such as biology, health or nutrition.  To obtain details regarding this examination, 
contact a county office of education: http://www.state.nj.us/education/counties/  

 
3. Applicants must complete a 24-hour introduction to teaching course through an 

authorized provider, which serves as an introduction to the teaching profession for those 
individuals who are exploring career options. Topics include classroom management, 
lesson planning, introduction to New Jersey core curriculum content standards, and 
assessment of pupil progress. To obtain information regarding this requirement, visit the 
following website: (Insert website here when posted.) 

 
*NOTICE: Individuals with employment experience and/or who hold a fire science instructor 
credential issued by another state must obtain a valid Instructor Level 2 certificate issued by the 
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs as per PART B, above, prior to applying to the 
New Jersey Department of Education for a fire science career and technical education certificate. 
 

*NOTICE: INELIGIBLE JOB TITLES.  The following job titles do not meet the 
requirements for the Fire Science Career and Technical Education Certificate #4155; 
therefore, they will not be accepted as a substitute for the credentials listed above. The absence 
of a job title on this list does not indicate that the job title will be accepted by the New Jersey 
Department of Education as qualifying education, training and/or employment experience.  
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/counties/�
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• Firefighter Instructor Level 1 
• Firefighter I 
• Firefighter 
• Registered Firefighter 
• Certified Firefighter 

 
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of Fire Safety website:  
http://www.state.nj.us/dca/dfs/ 

 
PART C: APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE USING A DEGREE 

Option 1: Bachelor’s degree or higher 
 

All applicants must qualify under PART B, above, regardless of degree held.  Applicants 
holding the eligible credentials issued by the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs 
are not required to submit any further documentation when applying for a Fire Science 
Career and Technical Education Certificate #4155 issued by the New Jersey Department 
of Education. 

Option 2: Associate’s degree 
 

All applicants must qualify under PART B, above, regardless of degree held.  Applicants 
holding the eligible credentials issued by the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs 
are not required to submit any further documentation when applying for a Fire Science 
Career and Technical Education Certificate #4155 issued by the New Jersey Department 
of Education. 

 
PART D: APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE USING EMPLOYMENT EXPERIENCE 
 

All applicants must qualify under PART B, above, regardless of self-employment 
experience.  Applicants holding the eligible credentials issued by the New Jersey Department 
of Community Affairs are not required to submit any further documentation when applying 
for a Fire Science Career and Technical Education Certificate #4155 issued by the New 
Jersey Department of Education. 

 
PART E:  APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE USING SELF-EMPLOYMENT 
EXPERIENCE 
 

All applicants must qualify under PART B, above, regardless of employment experience.  
Applicants holding the eligible credentials issued by the New Jersey Department of 
Community Affairs are not required to submit any further documentation when applying for 
a Fire Science Career and Technical Education Certificate #4155 issued by the New 
Jersey Department of Education. 

http://www.state.nj.us/dca/dfs/�
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PART F: OTHER CREDENTIALS 
 
Individuals who possess a degree and/or employment or self-employment experience not listed 
on this worksheet may submit their degree and/or employment or self-employment experience 
along with an application for a career and technical education certificate to the Department of 
Education, which will review the submission in order to determine eligibility.  There is a fee 
associated with this service.  However, the Department of Education does not guarantee that 
credentials submitted will be accepted by the Department of Education as satisfying the 
requirements for a career and technical education certificate. For more information, visit the 
Office of Licensure and Credentials homepage at http://www.nj.gov/education/educators/license/  

 
PART G:   MILITARY SERVICE/TROOPS TO TEACHERS 
 
Individuals with military service may have obtained qualifying employment experience, 
education, and/or training during their military service via the New Jersey Troops to Teachers 
program.  The Troops to Teachers program (TTT) assists eligible military personnel with the 
transition to a new career as public school teachers.  The New Jersey TTT office will provide 
participants with counseling and assistance regarding certification requirements, routes to state 
teacher certification and employment leads. For information, contact the New Jersey Department 
of Education Troops to Teachers office at 800-680-0884 or e-mail tttnj@doe.state.nj.us   
New Jersey Troops to Teachers Website: http://www.nj.gov/njded/tttnj  
 

PART H: ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A TEACHING JOB IN NEW JERSEY? 
 
Visit NJHire today, the New Jersey Department of Education’s free education recruitment 
website.  NJ HIRE Website: http://www.njhire.com  
 

http://www.nj.gov/education/educators/license/�
mailto:tttnj@doe.state.nj.us�
http://www.nj.gov/njded/tttnj�
http://www.njhire.com/�
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