HOW MUCH WATER
Playing at the water table outdoors, Sara was filling up different-size containers with water. The teacher, Ms. Frances, noticed that Sara had filled up a cup with water and poured the water into a bigger container over and over. Ms. Frances commented, “It looks like you are using the cup to fill up this pitcher with water. How many more cups do you think it would take to fill it up? Sara looked at the pitcher and said, “I don’t know, maybe three, no…five.” Ms. Frances suggested, “Let’s find out together how many cups of water it will take to fill up this pitcher all the way to the top.” Together they filled up the cup and poured the water into the pitcher, one cup at a time, while counting, “One, two, three, and four.” Sara said, pleased with herself, “It took four more cups. I said five; I was almost right.”
	In this vignette, the teacher is helping Sara learn about estimating and about capacity.  What new activity/experience might the teacher plan during a small group time to extend Sara’s thinking about estimating and capacity?

	


