
Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge 
Family & Community Engagement Committee Meeting 

 
May 19, 2014 

 
Minutes 

 
Location: 
Princeton Public Library, 65 Witherspoon Street, Princeton, NJ 08542                                                                                                  

Attendees: 
Suzanne Burnette, NJDOE, NJ Head Start Collaboration Office            
Gambi White-Tennant, NJDOE, New Jersey Council for Young Children  
Erika Kelley, NJDOE, Division of Early Childhood              
Barbara Pugh, NJDOE, Title I                                                    
Barbara Andrew, US Department of Health & Human Services, ACF                                                                   
Sharon D. Budka, NJDCF, Division of Family & Community Partnerships                                                                  
Kate DiMemmo, NJDCF, Division of Family & Community Partnerships                                                                 
Sharon Rawlins, NJ State Library 
Monica Townsend, Prevent Child Abuse-NJ 
Tasha Travis, Quality Care Resource Referral Services                                                                                                                                                                   
Jennifer Buzby, Southern NJ Regional Early Intervention Collaborative 
 
Not in Attendance: 
Vincent Costanza, NJDOE, Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge                                                                      
Margret Krebs, Acelero Head Start                                                                                                                                  
Heather Martindale, Jersey City Public Schools                                                                                                      
David J. Harris, Greater New Brunswick Day Care Council                                                                                              
Wendy Cotton, Princeton Nursery School      
Elmoria Thomas, EIRC         
Joyce Thomas, US Department of Health & Human Services, ACF 
Margaret Milliner, NJDHS, Division of Family Development  
Shonda Laurel, NJDHS, Division of Family Development 
Mary Jane DiPaolo, Community Child Care Solutions  
 
Introductions 
Committee members introduced themselves.   
 
Update-Regional 2-Regional Manager 
Barbara Andrews encouraged committee members to attend the sixth annual Celebrating Fatherhood 
event in New York on June 24.  Gambi White-Tennant and Suzanne Burnette agreed to attend. 
 
Establish meeting tasks 
Volunteer needed to take minutes 
Erika Kelley agreed to take today’s minutes and suggested committee members rotate minute-taking 
duties at each meeting.  Committee members agreed. 
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Review Parent Standards  
Committee members reviewed Title 1, Strengthening Families, Head Start, and school districts’ parent 
standards as a guide for developing family engagement standards. 
 
Develop an outline for family engagement standards 
Monica Townsend suggested that the committee defines family and community engagement as a 
precursor to developing actual standards.   
 
Monica helped facilitate this process by asking committee members to think about who, what, purpose, 
and outcome as related to the family engagement standards: 
 

Define Family Engagement by answering the following… 
Who? Parents 

Families 
Communities 

What? Build relationships 
Share power 
Collaborate/partner 
Work together 
Develop strong collaborations 
Connect 
Influence 

Purpose? Parents become advocates for themselves and 
their children 
Access to services 
Ensure success of children and communities 
Ensure  
Engage communities 

Outcome? Healthy communities 
School success 
Respect 
Strengthening families and communities  

 
Sharon Budka advised committee members to keep the definition broad to include everyone.  Also use 
layman’s terms, simple language so it’s easy for parents to understand. 
 
Suzanne Burnette explained that she didn’t want to have a separate category for schools.  Schools are 
included in “community” and shouldn’t be seen as separate from the community. 
 
Gambi White-Tennant suggested writing the standards as more of a “framework” of best practices and 
approaches to family and community engagement, similar to the Head Start National Center on Quality 
teaching and learning framework on school readiness and the National Center on Family Community 
and Engagement’s framework.   
 
Next Steps 
Committee members were charged with drafting a definition of family engagement using the above-
charted information and sending definition to Erika Kelley on June 16, one week before the next 
meeting.  Committee will review definitions at the next meeting. 
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Erika Kelley suggested including parents early on in the development stages of the family engagement 
standards and throughout the entire process rather than having parents react to the finished document.  
She suggested using the County Council meetings as a way to obtain feedback.  Committee members 
agreed and will arrange to have parents review the family engagement definition at a County Council 
meeting once the definition is finalized and approved by the committee.  
 
Sharon Budka also suggested sharing information with the Strengthening Families sites at parent 
meetings.  Gambi mentioned home visitors and Suzanne Burnette mentioned sharing it with Head Start. 
 
Gambi advised that we bring a laptop and projector to the next meeting to look more closely at the 
Office of Head Start’s Parent, Family, and Community Engagement framework and Build’s information 
and resources on family engagement.  Sharon Budka will also bring Strengthening Families’ framework. 
 
Vincent Costanza’s Common Core presentation will be rescheduled for another committee meeting 
date.   
 
Next Meeting dates 
June 23 
July 28 
August 25 
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