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OVERVIEW

What is the purpose of the framework?

What does it look like?

What are the next steps?
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WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE 
FRAMEWORK?

“Frames” the conversations and work that 
must be accomplished.
Outlines a way to implement, organize, and 

complete the standards.
Suggests grade-appropriate resources.
Creates a path for vertical articulation from 

kindergarten through grade 12.
Allows for districts to “own” their own 

framework.
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 It IS developed by 
educators throughout 
the state.

The framework is NOT 
a curriculum.

 It is not the END of 
the conversation 
around curriculum 
and instruction.

 It is not OUTSIDE of 
the Cycle of Teaching 
and Learning.

FURTHER DEFINING THE PURPOSE

Curricular 
Framework

Curriculum

Instruction

Assessment

Reflection
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OVERVIEW

What is the purpose of the framework?

What does it look like?

What are the next steps?
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CURRICULAR FRAMEWORK 
ELA OVERVIEW
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ELA UNIT PLAN
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CURRICULAR FRAMEWORK 
MATHEMATICS OVERVIEW

 Codified
Major standards-green
 Supporting standards -blue
 Additional standards -yellow
 In each unit
 Additional and supporting as a way to teach major 

content
 Grade appropriate math vocabulary
Math fluency
Mathematical Practices
Mastery of standards by end of grade level.
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CURRICULAR FRAMEWORK
MATH OVERVIEW
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MATH UNIT PLAN
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BEGINNING THE COLLABORATIVE 
CONVERSATIONS
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1. Identify Desired Results (standards)
2. Determine Evidence of Student Learning 

(assessment)
3. Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction (texts, 

resources, tasks, best practices and exemplars)



COLLABORATIVE CONVERSATIONS
CURRICULAR FRAMEWORK
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Describe Tasks
List Primary & 
Supplementary 

Resources
Capture 

Instructional Best 
Practices

Determine 
Assessments

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The framework outlines the “unpacking of standards” in the critical skills and knowledge. The standards are “clustered together” over four units. The standards within the units are not in sequence. Teachers should sequence the standards as appropriate, finding ways to teacher group standards 



 Begin a collaborative dialogue 
to assess current curriculum 
based on the curricular 
framework

 Evaluate the implementation 
of the curriculum through 
instruction

 Utilize data points to evaluate 
“current reality" regarding 
curriculum through 
assessment of student 
learning

WHEN MOVING FROM THE FRAMEWORK 
TO CURRICULUM

Curricular 
Framework

Curriculum

Instruction

Assessment

Reflection
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OVERVIEW

What is the purpose of the Framework?

What does it look like?

What are the next steps?
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STEP 1: OWNING THE FRAMEWORK

1. Locate the curricular framework
 On the DOE page here

2. Download and save a local copy while renaming the 
framework using your school name

3. Pre-work/Post-work
 Gather,  discuss and evaluate data that support this 

work 
 Examine current reality of what works and what 

requires greater focus
 Consider best practices and pacing of current 

curriculum
 Evaluate instructional materials and supports of 

current curriculum
15
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This requires an 
examination of :

 how the standards are 
clustered together 
over four units.

 how skills directly link  
to the standards over 
four units.

 guidance documents 
to clarify the work

STEP 2: STEPPING INTO THE 
FRAMEWORK

Curricular 
Framework

Curriculum

Instruction

Assessment

Reflection
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Purpose
Development
 Interdisciplinary 

Connections, 21st

Century Skills and 
Modifications
Grade Level Units
 Integration of 

Standards
Text Complexity and 

Types
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GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS 
ELA

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The instruction of English language arts is an ongoing, spiraling process. Units within the curricular framework are designed with this in mind. Therefore, standards have been clustered to form units with the understanding that the local district can and should differentiate the amount of focus according to student needs.  While the framework has a suggested order and arrangement, local districts may have the flexibility to modify and complete the frameworks to fit the needs of their student population in grades. The resources for ELA are grouped by anchor standards and critical thinking.  Some of the resources repeat within grade level bands.
 
Grade Level Units
For English language arts, the units are intended and designed to be presented in the order as they appear within the framework for kindergarten through grade five. This is due to the building of foundational skills throughout the year. For English language arts grades six through twelve, curriculum standards spiral and repeat and this gives districts a level of choice as to the order of the units. While the standards are the same within the 9-10 and 11-12 grade level bands, respectively, the progression from 9th to 10th grade, as well as the progression from 11th to 12th grade, reflects the transition from application to mastery of skills. The language of the framework reflects this shift.  
Integration of Standards
Educators should cluster and integrate the standards as appropriate. For example, if the primary focus of the lesson is reading literature, the teacher should integrate speaking and listening standards as the students may be discussing the text.  Additionally, if the primary focus of the lesson is a writing standard, teachers should integrate language standards in order to reinforce writing skills. 
 
Text Complexity and Text Types
Grade-level appropriate texts should be selected to reflect the multiple transitions from kindergarten to grade twelve while being mindful of increasing text complexity. All students need to be exposed to increasingly complex and varied texts over the course of the school year.  This is important to remember as standards are sometimes repeated from unit to unit.  As the year progresses, so should the text complexity whereby the standard is applied to more complex text affording a deeper application of the standard. The number of texts suggested in the overview is only intended to be a guide, and teachers should correlate the number of texts and types of text to the standards they are teaching.
 
Conversational Considerations in English Language Arts
After reviewing the framework and understanding how the standards and skills are organized, schools/districts should download the framework and rename it as their own. Educators should continue collaborative conversations around curriculum and instruction that begin with discussing assessment. Beginning to frame the conversations in this way tightly aligns evidence to student learning.  The framework allows for a place to guide and capture essential components that build towards curriculum.  The framework might be considered pre-work before schools/districts construct or revise their own curricular documents. The frameworks can be found here.  
 
 
 
 
CURRICULAR FRAMEWORK FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
The instruction of English language arts is an ongoing, spiraling process. Units within the curricular framework are designed with this in mind. Therefore, standards have been clustered to form units with the understanding that the local district can and should differentiate the amount of focus according to student needs.  While the framework has a suggested order and arrangement, local districts may have the flexibility to modify and complete the frameworks to fit the needs of their student population in grades. The resources for ELA are grouped by anchor standards and critical thinking.  Some of the resources repeat within grade level bands.
 
Grade Level Units
For English language arts, the units are intended and designed to be presented in the order as they appear within the framework for kindergarten through grade five. This is due to the building of foundational skills throughout the year. For English language arts grades six through twelve, curriculum standards spiral and repeat and this gives districts a level of choice as to the order of the units. While the standards are the same within the 9-10 and 11-12 grade level bands, respectively, the progression from 9th to 10th grade, as well as the progression from 11th to 12th grade, reflects the transition from application to mastery of skills. The language of the framework reflects this shift.  
Integration of Standards
Educators should cluster and integrate the standards as appropriate. For example, if the primary focus of the lesson is reading literature, the teacher should integrate speaking and listening standards as the students may be discussing the text.  Additionally, if the primary focus of the lesson is a writing standard, teachers should integrate language standards in order to reinforce writing skills. 
 
Text Complexity and Text Types
Grade-level appropriate texts should be selected to reflect the multiple transitions from kindergarten to grade twelve while being mindful of increasing text complexity. All students need to be exposed to increasingly complex and varied texts over the course of the school year.  This is important to remember as standards are sometimes repeated from unit to unit.  As the year progresses, so should the text complexity whereby the standard is applied to more complex text affording a deeper application of the standard. The number of texts suggested in the overview is only intended to be a guide, and teachers should correlate the number of texts and types of text to the standards they are teaching.
 
Conversational Considerations in English Language Arts
After reviewing the framework and understanding how the standards and skills are organized, schools/districts should download the framework and rename it as their own. Educators should continue collaborative conversations around curriculum and instruction that begin with discussing assessment. Beginning to frame the conversations in this way tightly aligns evidence to student learning.  The framework allows for a place to guide and capture essential components that build towards curriculum.  The framework might be considered pre-work before schools/districts construct or revise their own curricular documents. The frameworks can be found here.  




Purpose
Development
 Interdisciplinary 

Connections, 21st

Century Skills and 
Modifications
Grade Level Targets 

and Priority Concepts
Fluency
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GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS 
MATHEMATICS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Units within the curricular framework for mathematics are designed to be taught in the order in which they are presented in kindergarten through grade twelve.  There is a logical and developmentally-appropriate progression of standards, with strong consideration given to Major, Supporting, and Additional content standards presented because most concepts build upon each other. Within the units the districts have flexibility of what order to present the standards. Major, Supporting and Additional Content standards are color coded for the districts to understand where to prioritize.  The intent of the standards is to integrate the Major, Supporting and Additional standards.  The order in which the standards and mathematical practices are clustered within the units is a suggested integration.
Grade Level Targets and Priority Concepts
Major, Supporting and Additional clusters of mathematics content standards are based on the New Jersey Student Learning Standards. Not all of the content in a given grade is emphasized equally in the standards. Some clusters require greater emphasis than others based on the depth of the ideas, time needed to master or model, and/or their importance to future grade levels. The standards in the framework are color coded as Major (green), Supporting (blue) and Additional (yellow). Suggested Mathematical Practice Standards are listed in each unit to be imbedded regularly in daily math instruction.  It is important to note that the Major standards (green) are purposefully placed in tested grades for ensuring time for formal instruction in those standards.
 
Fluency in Grades K-5
The beginning units in kindergarten through grade two are designed with more time spent on foundational mathematical concepts needed for future units to build towards fluency in mathematics. For example, kindergarten Unit 1 begins with “Number Names and Counting Sequence” which is necessary to teach prior to “Foundations with Models for Addition and Subtraction” in Unit 2.  Other units in grades three through five also follow the same logical progression of standards ensuring enough time for formal instruction with the Major Standards while still embedding Supporting and Additional Content Standards as well as Mathematical Practice Standards.  It is also important to note that the fluency requirement for kindergarten through grade five is critical for students to master. See the Grade Level Fluency chart below:
Grade Level Fluency
Grade
Required Fluencies
K
Add/Subtract within 5
1
Add/Subtract within 10
2
Add/Subtract within 20
Add/Subtract within 100
3
Multiply/ Divide within 100
Add/Subtract within 1000
4
Add/Subtract within 1,000,000
5
Multi-digit multiplication



Collaborate with grade level colleagues to: 
 Determine assessments
 List texts and supplementary resources
 Describe writing tasks
 Capture instructional best practices

STEP 3: COLLABORATIVE 
CONVERSATIONS for ELA
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Collaborate with grade level colleagues to: 
 Determine assessments
 Focus on concepts
 List texts and supplementary resources
 Describe instructional best practices and exemplars

STEP 3: COLLABORATIVE 
CONVERSATIONS for MATHEMATICS
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Using your district’s 
completed framework, 
construct local curriculum 
and curriculum pacing 
maps based upon local 
leadership decisions

Create pacing guides to 
plan for student progress 
from year to year

Look back to skills 
progression 

Differentiate appropriately

STEP 4: CONVERSATIONS AROUND 
CONSTRUCTING CURRICULUM

Curricular 
Framework

Curriculum

Instruction

Assessment

Reflection
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Discuss and determine 
how to teach the 
standards within each 
unit using the most 
logical progression.
Adapt, adjust, or create 

your learning 
experiences and best 
practices

NEXT STEPS: 
USING YOUR DISTRICT’S FRAMEWORK

Curricular 
Framework

Curriculum

Instruction

Assessment

Reflection
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 Use assessment to reflect upon the 
implementation of your district’s 
framework, curriculum and 
instruction

What data points most inform what 
students should know and be able 
to do?

NEXT STEPS: ASSESSEMENT AS PART OF 
THE CYCLE OF TEACHING AND LEARNING

Curricular 
Framework

Curriculum

Instruction

Assessment

Reflection
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Realizing that the 
framework should 
be a “living 
document,” reflect 
on the continuous 
Cycle of Teaching 
and Learning.

REFLECTING ON THE CONVERSATIONS

Curricular 
Framework

Curriculum

Instruction

Assessment

Reflection
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SUPPORTS AROUND THE FRAMEWORK

 In-person key educator training for turn-keying
Regional trainings around the state for teams of 

teachers to work on the developing out a district’s 
framework

Online materials to support the construction of the 
Framework

Materials, lessons, trainings and the Framework 
can be found on www.NJCORE.org

How to unpack standards and support of 
conversations around Professional Learning 
Communities can be found at www.online-plc.org
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Purpose

 Supports educators in their  
work through onl ine 
professional learning

 Provides open access for 
everyone

 Promotes PLC conversations

 Fosters deeper dives into 
addit ional topics 

SUSTAINING THE BLENDED ONLINE 
LEARNING MODULE CONVERSATION

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lisa-Reflect upon what participants stated in the parachute activity
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CONVERSATIONS IN THE ONLINE MODULES
CURRICULAR FRAMEWORK

Conversation 1: 
Unpack 

Standards

Conversation  2: 
Organizing 

Curriculum Units

Conversation  3: 
Developing and 
Using Essential 

Questions

Conversation 4: 
Creating Standards 
Aligned Summative 

Assessments

Curricular 
Framework



Tit le: Conversations Around Curriculum and Instruction: Building the 
Curricular Framework

Intent: 
 Focusing on us ing curr icular  f ramework to suppor t  the col laborat ive 

conversat ions around curr iculum and instruct ion.   
 Understanding the design features of  the curr icular  f ramework that  includes 

the adopted New Jersey Student  Learning Standards for  Engl ish language ar ts  
and mathematics.   

 Developing out  the framework .   
Dates:
 6/17/16 Morris County Training Academy: AM & PM Session
 6/24/16 Learning Resource Center,  Trenton NJ:  AM & PM Session
 6/30/16 Rowan University and Gloucester County:  AM & PM Session
 8/2/16 Rowan University and Gloucester County:  AM & PM Session
 8/16/16 Morris County Training Academy: AM & PM Session
 8/17/16 Learning Resource Center,  Trenton NJ:  AM & PM Session

SUSTAINING THE CONVERSATION 
AROUND THE CURRICULAR FRAMEWORK
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SUGGESTED WORKING TIMELINE FOR 
DISTRICTS

May 2016-Framework 
available to districts with 

revised NJSLS

June/August 2016 
Regional training sessions 

available

June-August 2016 districts  
begin working on the 

framework with targeting 
the completion of Unit  

one by September 2016

September 2016 
Unit one complete

November 2016  
Consider having unit two 

complete

January 2017
Consider having unit three 

complete

April  2017
Consider having unit four 

complete

June 2017 Consider 
modifying curricula and 

pacing maps in 
accordance with the work 

on the framework

Target: September 2017 
Fully aligned curriculum to 

the NJSLS
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 Thank you for all you do to support teachers and 
student learning

 Contact information:

Robin Knutelsky: Director 
Office of Teaching & Learning Supports

Division of Teaching and Learning
New Jersey Department of Education

robin.knutelsky@doe.state.nj.us

WITH GRATITUDE
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