
 
Language Arts Literacy Areas of Focus: Grade 8 

 
Mission: Learning to read, write, speak, listen, and view critically, strategically and creatively enables students 
to discover personal and shared meaning throughout their lives. 
 

Standard 3.1 Reading 
All students will understand and apply the knowledge of sounds, letters, and words in written English to 
become independent and fluent readers and will read a variety of materials and texts with fluency and 
comprehension 

Big Idea:  The ability to read a variety of texts requires independence, comprehension, and fluency. 
3.1.8 A. Concepts About Print 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 
 How does understanding a text’s 

structure help me better understand its 
meaning?   

 Understanding of a text’s features, structures, and 
characteristics facilitate the reader’s ability to make 
meaning of the text.  

Areas of Focus Comments and Examples 
1. Identify and use organizational 

structures to comprehend information. 
(e.g., logical order, 
comparison/contrast, cause/effect, 
chronological, sequential, procedural 
text). 

 

3.1.8 B. Phonological Awareness:  
No additional indicators at this grade level
3.1.8 C. Decoding and Word Recognition 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 
 How do I figure out a word I do not 

know? 
 Readers use language structure and content clues to 

identify the intended meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in text.  

Areas of Focus Comments and Examples 
1. Distinguish among the spellings of 

homophones to determine meaning 
(e.g. cite, site, sight). 

 

2. Apply spelling and syllabication rules 
that aid in decoding and word 
recognition. 

 

3. Continue to use structural analysis 
and context analysis to decode new 
words. 

 

Instructional focus:  
• Root words  
• Prefixes and suffixes 
• Polysyllabic words 

 
ASSESS during teacher observation.  

4. Apply knowledge of word structures and 
patterns to read with automaticity. 

 

3.1.8 D. Fluency 
Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

 How does fluency affect 
comprehension? 

 Fluent readers group words quickly to help them gain 
meaning from what they read. 

Areas of Focus Comments and Examples 
1. Read grade-level text orally with high 

accuracy and appropriate pacing, 
intonation, and expression. 
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2. Read increasingly difficult texts silently 
with comprehension and fluency. 

 

3. Apply self-correcting strategies 
automatically to decode and gain 
meaning from print both orally and 
silently. 

 

4. Adjust reading rate in response to the 
type of text and level of difficulty (e.g. 
recreational reading vs. informational 
reading). 

 

3.1.8 E. Reading Strategies (before, during, and after reading) 
Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

 What do readers do when they do not 
understand everything in a text? 

 

 Good readers employ strategies to help them understand 
text.  Strategic readers can develop, select, and apply 
strategies to enhance their comprehension.  

Areas of Focus Comments and Examples 
1. Monitor reading for understanding by 

automatically setting a purpose for 
reading, making and adjusting 
predictions, asking essential questions, 
and relating new learning to background 
experiences. 

 

2. Use increasingly complex text guides to 
understand different text structure and 
organizational patterns (e.g. 
chronological sequence or comparison 
and contrast). 

 

3.1.8 F. Vocabulary and Concept Development 
Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

 Why do readers need to pay attention 
to a writer’s choice of words? 

 Words powerfully affect meaning. 

Areas of Focus Comments and Examples 
1. Develop and refine an extended 

vocabulary through listening and 
exposure to a variety of texts and 
independent reading. 

 

2. Clarify word meanings through the use 
of a word’s definition, example, 
restatement, or contrast. 

 

3. Clarify pronunciations, meanings, 
alternate word choice, parts of speech, 
and etymology of words using the 
dictionary, thesaurus, glossary, and 
technology resources. 

 

4. Expand reading vocabulary by 
identifying and correctly using idioms 
and words with literal and figurative 
meanings in their speaking and writing 
experiences. 
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5. Explain relationships between and 

among words including 
connotation/denotation, 
antonyms/synonyms. 

Instructional focus:  
• Vocabulary instruction 

 
ASSESS through class discussion.  

3.1.8 G. Comprehension Skills and Response to Text 
Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

 How do readers construct meaning 
from text? 

 Good readers compare, infer, synthesize and make 
connections (text to text, text to world, text to self) to make 
text personally relevant and useful. 

Areas of Focus Comments and Examples 
1. Differentiate between fact/opinion 

and bias and propaganda in 
newspapers, periodicals, and 
electronic texts. 

Instructional focus:  
• Detailed studies of fact and opinion, bias and 

propaganda through research and popular media 
(includes editorials, ad campaigns, celebrity 
endorsements from popular culture) 

 
Examples:   

• Critique advertising programs, current and historical for 
use of propaganda techniques. 

• Examine websites for propaganda and bias. 
2. Compare and analyze several authors’ 

perspectives of a character, personality, 
topic, setting, or event. 

 

3. Analyze ideas and recurring themes 
found in texts, such as good versus 
evil, across traditional and 
contemporary works. 

Instructional focus:  
• Higher order thinking/deductive reasoning (Ask: What 

character traits make the novel’s protagonist likeable/not 
likeable?  If the character had not grown up during the 
time in which the novel was written/set, in what ways 
would he/she have been different?)   

4. Locate and analyze the elements of 
setting, characterization, and plot to 
construct understanding of how 
characters influence the progression 
and resolution of the plot. 

Instructional strategies:  
• Teacher read alouds  
• Literature circles  
• Partner reading and discussion  

 
ASSESS through class discussion. 
 
Example:  
Respond to literature by keeping a journal of a character’s 
development as a story progresses.  Include references to 
events in the story that either influenced the character or which 
the character influenced. 

5. Read critically by identifying, 
analyzing, and applying knowledge 
of the purpose, structure, and 
elements of nonfiction and providing 
support from the text as evidence of 
understanding. 

Instructional strategies:  
• Independent reading  
• Partner reading and discussion  
• Small group guided reading at students’ instructional 

levels 
• Teacher read alouds that include thinking aloud and 

other uses of comprehension strategies that make the 
process of reading nonfiction text transparent for 
students  

 
ASSESS through Problem-Based Learning. 
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Example:  
Students use expository text to research and report on a 
scientific discovery made in the last 50 years.  Reports can be 
research papers or media presentations. 

6. Read critically by identifying, 
analyzing, and applying knowledge 
of the theme, structure, style, and 
literary elements of fiction and 
providing support from the text as 
evidence of understanding. 

Instructional focus:  
• Theme and its relevance to the text 
• Structure and how it clarifies the reader’s 

understanding  
• Style and how the author chose to tell the story or 

relate the information (Ask: Is the style informal?  
Formal?  Does the author connect with you?  Why? 
Why not?  On what level?  What would you have done 
differently if you were to write a similar piece?) 

• Literary elements (Ask:  Is this setting relevant or could 
this story take place anywhere and at any time?  How 
does the story evolve?  Are you sure about what will 
happen next?  Were you surprised?  In what ways does 
the author use dialogue to make you a part of the 
story?  Does the dialogue distract from the story?  Is 
dialect or slang an enhancement or a distraction? Does 
its use make you connect to the story/characters?) 

 
ASSESS through class discussion. 
 

7. Respond critically to text ideas and 
the author’s craft by using textual 
evidence to support interpretations. 

Instructional focus:  
• Reflective reading (Ask:  How do you interpret this 

passage/story?  How does it differ from others’ 
interpretation?  What makes that interpretation so 
different or so much the same?)  

 
ASSESS through class discussion. 
 
Example:   
Discuss your interpretation of a poem or a narrative with a 
partner.  Create a presentation that demonstrates what led each 
of you to interpret the text in the way that you did, and present to 
the class. 

8. Identify and analyze literary 
techniques and elements, such as 
figurative language, meter, 
rhetorical, and stylistic features of 
text. 

Instructional strategy 
Ask: 

• What particular features of the text make it easy or 
difficult to read? Explain.  

 
ASSESS through journal writing.. 

9. Identify and analyze recurring themes 
across literary works. 

 

10. Read critically and analyze poetic forms 
(e.g., ballad, sonnet, couplet). 

 

11. Identify and understand the author’s 
use of idioms, analogies, metaphors, 
and similes in prose and poetry. 

Instructional focus:  
• Figurative language  

 
ASSESS through writing assignments (responding to and 
creating prose and poetry).  

12. Understand perspectives of authors in a 
variety of interdisciplinary works. 

 

13. Interpret text ideas through journal 
writing, discussion, and enactment. 
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14. Demonstrate the use of everyday texts 
(e.g., train schedules, directions, 
brochures) and make judgments about 
the importance of such documents. 

 

15. Compare and analyze the various 
works of writers through an author’s 
study. 

 

3.1.8 H. Inquiry and Research 
Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 

 Why conduct research?  Researchers gather and critique information from different 
sources for specific purposes. 

Areas of Focus Comments and Examples 
1. Produce written and oral work that 

demonstrates comprehension of 
informational materials. 

 
 
 

2. Analyze a work of literature, showing 
how it reflects the heritage, traditions, 
attitudes, and beliefs of its authors. 

Instructional strategies:  
• Teacher read alouds with attention to author’s intent, 

views, culture  and beliefs 
• Guided reading, with teacher as facilitator, to improve 

comprehension at student’s instructional level  
• Independent reading by students and subsequent 

demonstration of each student’s understanding of 
author’s point of view, historical references and cultural 
biases   

• Demonstration of understanding of an author’s point of 
view through multimedia projects and activities and 
other project-based learning  

• Integration of the study of an author’s point of view with 
a focus on the historical perspective during the time in 
which the piece was written  

 
ASSESS through student writing assignments.  
 
Example:   
Write an essay that explains how a tradition found in a literary 
passage reflects the attitudes or beliefs of its author.  

3. Collect materials for a portfolio that reflect 
personal career choices. 

 

4. Self-select materials appropriately related 
to a research project. 

 

5. Read and compare at least two works, 
including books, related to the same 
genre, topic, or subject and produce 
evidence of reading (e.g., compare 
central ideas, characters, themes, plots, 
settings). 

 

 


