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PARCC’s Core Commitments, Key Shifts in 

the Standards, and the Corresponding 

Advances in PARCC 
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PARCC’S CORE COMMITMENTS TO 

ELA/LITERACY ASSESSMENT QUALITY 

 Questions Worth Answering: Sequences of questions 
that draw students into deeper encounters with texts are 
the norm (as in an excellent classroom), rather than sets of 
random questions of varying quality.  

 

 Texts Worth Reading: The assessments use authentic 
texts worthy of study instead of artificially produced or 
commissioned passages.  

 

 Better Standards Demand Better Questions: PARCC 
items are developed to specifically meet the standards.  

 

 Fidelity to the Standards: PARCC evidence statements 
are rooted in the language of the standards when 
developmentally appropriate so that expectations remain 
the same in both instructional and assessment settings.  
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THREE KEY SHIFTS – ELA/L 
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1. Complexity: Regular practice with complex text and its 

academic language 

2. Evidence: Reading and writing grounded in evidence 

from text, literary and informational  

3. Knowledge: Building knowledge through content rich 

nonfiction  



 

 

 

Nine Specific Advances in the PARCC 

ELA/Literacy Summative Assessment 
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SHIFT 1: REGULAR PRACTICE WITH COMPLEX 

TEXT AND ITS ACADEMIC LANGUAGE  

1. PARCC builds a staircase of text complexity to ensure 

students are on track each year for college and career 

reading.  

 

2. PARCC rewards careful, close reading. 

 

3. PARCC systematically focuses on the words that matter 

most—not obscure vocabulary, but the academic 

language that pervades complex texts.  
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SHIFT 2: READING AND WRITING GROUNDED IN 

EVIDENCE FROM TEXT, LITERARY AND 

INFORMATIONAL  

4. PARCC focuses on students rigorously citing evidence 

from texts throughout the assessment. 

 

5. PARCC includes questions where students can choose 

multiple answers to allow them to generate a range of 

rich insights that are substantiated by evidence from 

text(s). 

 

6. PARCC requires writing to sources rather than writing 

to decontextualized expository prompts.  

 

7. PARCC also includes rigorous expectations for 

narrative writing, including accuracy and precision in 

writing in later grades.  
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SHIFT 3: BUILDING KNOWLEDGE THROUGH 

CONTENT RICH NONFICTION  

8. PARCC assesses not just ELA but a full range of reading 

and writing across the disciplines of science and 

social studies. 

 

8. PARCC simulates research on the assessment, 

including the comparison and synthesis of ideas across a 

range of informational sources.  
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COMMAND OF EVIDENCE WITH COMPLEX 

TEXTS AT CORE OF THE ASSESSMENT 

 Reading Standard One (Use of Evidence) 

 

 Reading Standard Ten (Complex Texts) 
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HIGH QUALITY PASSAGES 

 High quality passages are a PARCC priority. Texts shape 

both the nature and the quality of the questions students 

can be asked.  

 Criteria for Selecting Texts Worth Reading: 

 Texts are Complex 

 Texts are Diverse 

 Texts are Authentic 

 Passages are Paired Effectively 

 Texts Meet Demands of Bias and Sensitivity Guidelines 
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TEXTS ARE COMPLEX 

 Grade-appropriate text complexity is integral to the shifts 

the CCSS bring to both instruction and assessment.  

 

 The PARCC Passage Selection Guidelines provide an 

important methodology for selecting complex texts for both 

assessment and instruction.  
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TEXT COMPLEXITY  
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Quantitative measures – word length or frequency, 
sentence length, and text cohesion 
 
Qualitative measures – levels of meaning or purpose, 
structure, language conventionality and clarity, and 
knowledge demands 
 
Reader and task considerations – motivation, 
knowledge, and experience  

 
 
 

http://www.parcconline.org/files/111/ELA-Literacy Test Complexity-Passage Selection/211/PARCC-ELA-CombinedPassageSelectionGuidelinesandWorksheets.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/files/111/ELA-Literacy Test Complexity-Passage Selection/211/PARCC-ELA-CombinedPassageSelectionGuidelinesandWorksheets.pdf


WORD COUNT GUIDELINES 
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TEXT COMPLEXITY WORKSHEET 
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Text Complexity Worksheets: 

http://www.parcconline.org/resources/educator-resources 

 

http://www.parcconline.org/resources/educator-resources
http://www.parcconline.org/resources/educator-resources
http://www.parcconline.org/resources/educator-resources


TEXTS ARE DIVERSE 

 PARCC texts stem from across the disciplines (e.g. ELA, 

history, science and technical subjects) 

 Texts are written by authors with diverse backgrounds and 

appeal to a wide range of student audiences 

 The assessment aligns to the balance of literary to 

informational texts as required by the CCSS:  

50/50 in K-5 

45/55  in grades 6-8 

30/70 in grades 9-12 

 Literary Text Types: poetry, drama, fiction, and 

multimedia  

 Informational Text Types: literary nonfiction, history/social 

science texts, science/technical texts, and multimedia  
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TEXTS ARE AUTHENTIC  

 PARCC texts are:  

 Worthy of careful attention 

 Content rich and challenging 

 Exhibit professional published quality 
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TEXTS ARE PAIRED EFFECTIVELY 

 Several standards call for students to use more than one 

text in order to demonstrate achievement of a standard. 

PARCC will pair texts as required in the standards.  

 

 The texts will treat the same general topic but also contain 

more focused ideas related to the broader topic. 
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STANDARDS CALL FOR PAIRED PASSAGES 

 1.Comparing literary elements, including theme (e.g., 

RL.3.9, RL.4.5, RL.6.9, RL.11-12.9)  

 2.Comparing central ideas, topics, including same event 

and point of view (e.g., RI.3.9, RI.4.6, RI.8.9, RI.9-10.9, 

RH.11-12.6)  

 3.Comparing and/or analyzing different versions of the 

same text (e.g., RL.4.7, RI. 7.7, RI.8.7, RL.11-12.7)  

 4.Analyzing how ideas are transformed from one text to 

another (RI.6.9, RL.7.9, RST.6-8.9, RL.9-10.9, RH.9-10.9)  

 5.Integrating information for a purpose (e.g., RI.4.9, RI.5.9, 

RH.11-12.9)  

 6.Comparing structure of texts (e.g., RI.5.5, RL.8.5)  

 7.Analyzing supplemental elements (e.g., RL.3.7, RI.3.7, 

RI.4.7, RI.5.7)  
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TEXTS MEET DEMANDS OF BIAS AND 

SENSITIVITY GUIDELINES 

 PARCC texts are carefully reviewed to ensure that while 

they pique student interest and appeal to a wide audience, 

they avoid controversial or sensitive topics.  
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Design Changes, Test Construction, and 

Evidence-Centered Design 
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DESIGN CHANGES 
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PARCC Unit Testing Times: 

http://www.parcconline.org/assessm

ents/administration/times 

http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/administration/times
http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/administration/times


DESIGN CHANGES 
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EVIDENCE-CENTERED DESIGN 

Claims 

Design begins 
with the 
inferences 
(claims) we want 
to make about 
students. 

Evidence 

In order to 
support claims, 
we must gather 
evidence. 

Tasks 

Tasks are 
designed to elicit 
specific evidence 
from students in 
support of claims. 
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ELA/LITERACY CLAIMS 

26 



ELA EVIDENCE TABLES 

 Evidences are attached to the Reading, Writing and 
Vocabulary claims presented by PARCC. 

 

 Evidence Statements describe the knowledge and skills 
that an assessment item or a task elicits from students. 

 

 Evidences describe what students may say or do to 
demonstrate mastery of the standards. 

 

 Items on the PARCC assessments may measure multiple 
standards and multiple evidences. 

 

  

 Evidence Statement Tables: http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/test-
design/ela-literacy/test-specifications-documents 
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     Evidences 

Claim 

Grade 

Standards: 

RL –

Reading 

Literary 
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      Evidences 

Claim 

Grade 

Standards: 

L- 

Language 
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      Evidences 

Claim 
Grade 

Standards: 

W – 

Writing 
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POTENTIAL USES 

 Tie evidence statements to standards 

 Combine standards when designing tasks 

 Align complex texts to the standards – passage selection 

 Design questions/tasks to elicit evidence 

 Scaffold instruction 

 Consider student mastery of particular tasks aligned to a 

standard (or multiple standards) 

 Assist with developing rubrics and scoring tools 
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Item Types, Blueprints, and  

Performance Tasks 

32 



ITEM TYPES 

Evidence-Based Selected Response 
(EBSR)  

Technology-Enhanced Selected 
Response (TECR)  

Prose Constructed Response (PCR) 
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EVIDENCE-BASED SELECTED RESPONSE 

(EBSR) 

 Combines a selected-response question with a second 

selected-response question – serves as a single item 

 

  Asks students to show evidence from the text that 

supports the answer they provided to the first question 
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EVIDENCE-BASED SELECTED-RESPONSE 

(EBSR)  
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. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 3              

RI 3.1 RI 3.2 



EVIDENCE-BASED SELECTED-RESPONSE 

(EBSR) 
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Grade 3 

RL 3.1. RL 3.4. 

L 3.4.1 



TECHNOLOGY-ENHANCED CONSTRUCTED 

RESPONSE (TECR) 

 Uses technology to demonstrate comprehension of texts 

 

 Includes variety of text types: – videos, pictures, ads, sound 

clips, etc. 

 

 Authentic ways include graphic organizers, highlighting, 

drag and drop, etc. 
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TECHNOLOGY-ENHANCED CONSTRUCTED 

RESPONSE (TECR) 

38 

Grade 3 

RL 3.1. RL 3.2. 



PROSE CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE (PCR) 

 A task that students complete after responding to a series 

of questions about the reading(s).  

 

 Elicits evidence that students have understood a text or 

texts they have read. 

 

 Students demonstrate that they can communicate their 

understanding well in terms of written expression and 

knowledge of language and conventions. 
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PROSE CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE (PCR) 
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Grade 3 

RL 3.1. RL 3.7. 

W 3.2 W 3.4-3.10 



TEXT DEPENDENT QUESTIONS 

 The standards strongly focus on students gathering evidence, 
knowledge, and insight from what they read. 

 

 An effective set of text dependent questions delves 
systematically into a text to guide students in extracting the 
key meanings or ideas found there. 

 

 Text dependent questions typically begin by exploring specific 
words, details, and arguments and then move on to examine 
the impact of those specifics on the text as a whole.   

 

 They target academic vocabulary and specific sentence 
structures as critical focus points for gaining comprehension.   

 

 Resources for understanding text dependent questions: 
http://achievethecore.org/page/46/complete-guide-to-creating-text-dependent-
questions-detail-pg 
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PARCC BLUEPRINTS 

 Blueprints are a series of documents that together describe 
the content and structure of an assessment.  

 

 These documents define the total number of tasks and/or 
items for any given assessment component, the standards 
measured, the item types, and the point values for each.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

 High Level Blueprints for Grades 3-5/6-11: 
http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/test-design/ela-literacy/test-
specifications-documents 
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HIGH LEVEL BLUEPRINT – GRADE 3 
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HIGH LEVEL BLUEPRINT – GRADE 4 
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HIGH LEVEL BLUEPRINT – GRADE 5 
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HIGH LEVEL BLUEPRINT – GRADES 6-11 
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PERFORMANCE TASKS 

Literary Analysis 

Task 

Research 

Simulation Task 

Narrative Writing 

Task  

Requires students to 

read two literary texts 

that are purposely 

paired.  

 

Students read the texts, 

answer questions 

(EBSR and TECR) for 

each text and for the 

texts as a pair, and then 

write an analytic essay.  

Requires students to 

analyze an 

informational topic 

through several articles 

or multimedia stimuli.  

 

The first text will be an 

anchor text that 

introduces the topic.  

 

Students read and 

respond to a series of 

questions and 

synthesize information 

from multiple sources in 

order to write an 

analytic essay. 

The Narrative Writing 

Task focuses on one 

literary text.  

 

Students read the text, 

answer questions, and 

write a narrative 

response that is tied to 

and draws on the text. 
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LITERARY ANALYSIS TASK -  SAMPLE PCR 

48 

Grade 4 

RL 4.1 RL 4.3 

W 4.2 W 4.4-4.10 

 



RESEARCH SIMULATION TASK –PCR 
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RI 3.1, 3.3 

W 3.4-3.10 



NARRATIVE TASK - PCR 
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Grade 4 

W 4.3 W 4.4-4.10 



WRITING RESPONSE 

 Use evidence 

 Use what you learned 

 Use ideas and facts 

 Use details – (e.g., cite specific details, use details from 

each source) 

 Use examples  

 Use information from all sources 

 Use dialogue  
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Scoring Rubrics, Released Sets, and Educator 

Resources 
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ELA RUBRICS 

 Reading comprehension and written expression traits are now 
combined – integration of reading and writing.  

 

 Teachers and scorers will be better able to use the rubrics 
reliably with the revisions made. 

 

 Students will continue to receive both a reading and a writing 
score for their written responses.  

 

 Score point – 4/5 – RST and LAT 

 

 

  

  
 ELA/L PARCC rubrics for Grades 3 -11: 

http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/test-design/ela-literacy/test-
specifications-documents 
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ELA RUBRIC – GRADE 3 
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ELA RUBRIC – GRADE 3 
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ELA RUBRIC – GRADES 4-5  
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ELA RUBRIC – GRADES 4-5  
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WRITING FORMS 

58 Sample of the forms which may be elicited from students in 

response to PARCC Summative Assessment PCRs: 

http://www.jcboe.org/boe2015/images/PARCCCCSS/PARCCSampleo

fWritingForms.pdf 

http://www.jcboe.org/boe2015/images/PARCCCCSS/PARCCSampleofWritingForms.pdf
http://www.jcboe.org/boe2015/images/PARCCCCSS/PARCCSampleofWritingForms.pdf


RELEASED SETS 

 The released items catalog includes scoring rubrics, guides 
to the scoring, item sets, answer keys, standards 
alignment, and sample student responses – scored and 
annotated.  

 

 The released test questions represent roughly one full test 
per grade level in each subject area. 

 

 One task per grade level for ELA/L includes annotations.  
 

 

 

 

  

  

 PARCC Released Sets: https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-
released-items 
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ANNOTATIONS 
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ANNOTATIONS 
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PRACTICE RESPONSES 

62 

 To practice scoring student responses:  

 Review the anchor papers, annotations, and rubric.  

 Look for the anchor paper that most closely resembles 

the level of achievement reached in the response being 

scored.  

 Using the anchor papers, rubric, and annotations as a 

guide, determine the score each paper would receive for 

each of the traits in the rubric.  

 



EDUCATOR RESOURCES 

63 

 
 

Educator Resources: 

http://www.parcconline.org/resources/educator-

resources 

    

http://www.parcconline.org/resources/educator-resources
http://www.parcconline.org/resources/educator-resources
http://www.parcconline.org/resources/educator-resources


MODEL CONTENT FRAMEWORKS 

 Framework serves as a ‘bridge’ 
between the standards and the 
PARCC assessments. 

 

Purpose: 

 Inform development of item 
specifications and blueprints for 
the PARCC assessments  

 Support implementation of the 
Common Core State Standards 

 

 

 

 

 

Model Content Frameworks: 

http://www.parcconline.org/resources/educat
or-resources/model-content-frameworks 
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MODEL CONTENT FRAMEWORKS 

 The Model Content ELA/L Frameworks illustrate one of a 

number of ways the standards could be organized over the 

course of the school year. 

 They focus on framing the critical advances in the 

standards: 

 Reading complex texts 

 Writing effectively when using and/or analyzing sources 

 Conducting and reporting on research 

 Speaking and listening 

 Language use for reading, writing and speaking 
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MODEL CONTENT FRAMEWORKS 

66 

 Highlight the changes between the previous grade and 

current grade 

 



      Evidences 

Claim 

Grade 

Standards: 

L- 

Language 
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PRACTICE SAMPLE ITEMS & TESTS 

 http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/practice-tests 

 

 http://parcc.pearson.com/ 
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RESOURCES 

 http://www.parcconline.org/ 

 http://www.corestandards.org/ 

 https://prc.parcconline.org/assessments/parcc-released-

items 
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