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January 11, 2010 
 
TO:      Chief School Administrators 
  Charter School Lead Persons 
  Administrator of a State Facility 
  Administrator of an Approved Private School for the Disabled 

Administrator of a Receiving School 
 

FROM:  Lucille E. Davy 
Commissioner 
 

SUBJECT:  Update on Use of Manipulatives for New Jersey Mathematics Assessment – 
Grades 3 through 8 

 
The purpose of this memo is to provide clarification regarding the use of manipulatives as an 
accommodation for students with Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) and 504 plans 
during the administration of state assessments in grades 3 through 8.  This memo should be 
reviewed in conjunction with my memo of September 24, 2009 regarding the use of calculators 
during state assessments, when identifying appropriate accommodations for students with 
disabilities.   
 

Manipulatives Provided by the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) for All 
Students during State Assessments 

 
During the administration of the New Jersey state mathematics assessments, all students in 
grades 3 through 7, including students with IEPs or 504 plans, are provided by the NJDOE with 
a Mathematics Manipulative Sheet which contains shapes and a ruler.  The Mathematics 
Manipulative Sheet for grades 5 through 7 also contains a protractor.  Students in grade 8 are 
provided a ruler on a Mathematics Reference Sheet.  These manipulative and reference sheets 
can be used on ALL parts of the assessment. 
 
NEW: Blank graph paper or a blank math grid will also be allowed for use by all students, on 
ALL parts of the mathematics assessment. 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Manipulatives Allowable as Accommodations 
for Students with IEPs or 504 Plans 

 
For Part 1 of the mathematics assessment, for grades 3 through 8, students with IEPs or 504 
plans may only be provided with the Mathematics Manipulatives Sheet (Grades 3 through 7) 
and/or the Mathematics Reference Sheet (Grades 5 through 8) made available  to all students 
during the assessment.  No additional manipulatives are permitted. 
 
For Parts 2 through 6 of the mathematics assessment, in addition to the Mathematics 
Manipulative Sheet and/or the Mathematics Reference Sheet, provided by the NJDOE to all 
students assessed, an IEP or 504 team may select one or more of the following manipulatives for 
a child with a disability who requires them in order to complete math test items: 
 

• Counting Chips;  
• Abacus; and/or 
• Number Line 

 
Consistent with our policies in years past, students with IEPs or 504 plans may not be provided 
with coins, math fact tables, or three-dimensional counting blocks or rods during any part of the 
mathematics assessment, grades 3 through 8. 
 
NEW: Students with IEPs or 504 plans may be provided with one or more of the manipulatives 
listed above for use during all parts of the mathematics assessment, except for part 1, in grades 
3 through 8, if the student’s IEP or 504 team has determined the need for them and listed them in 
the student’s IEP or 504 plan.   
The IEP or 504 team determines what accommodations from New Jersey’s approved list will be 
provided to a student with an IEP or 504 plan.  The complete list of Accommodations and 
Modifications of Test Administration Procedures for Statewide Assessments may be found 
at www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/.   

Accommodations should be selected for a student’s IEP or 504 plan only if they are 
consistent with what the student needs during instruction and/or classroom assessment.  
Providing too many accommodations that have not proven effective for a student would not 
be appropriate.  Approved accommodations and/or modifications selected by the IEP or 
504 team for an individual student must be documented in the student’s IEP or 504 plan.   

   

It is important for IEP and 504 team members to review test specifications, sample test items and 
the list of allowable accommodations for state assessments prior to selecting accommodations for 
a student.  The IEP team members must consider information from the student’s teachers 
regarding the need for and effectiveness of accommodations provided to the student during 
classroom instruction and assessment.  
If an IEP team is considering an accommodation or modification for state assessment that is not 
on the state’s approved list, the district test coordinator must contact Dr. Timothy Peters, 
director, Office of State Assessments, at (609) 984-7761 or by e-mail at 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment�


 

 

timothy.peters@doe.state.nj.us.  If you have questions regarding the mathematics assessment, 
please contact Dr. Timothy Peters or  
Dr. Sandra Alberti, director, Office of Math and Science Education, at (609) 984-5322, or by e-
mail at sandra.alberti@doe.state.nj.us.  If you have questions regarding state assessment 
accommodations and the IEP process, contact      Dr. Roberta Wohle, director, Office of Special 
Education Programs at (609) 633-6833, or by e-mail at roberta.wohle@doe.state.nj.us.  
 
This memo should be disseminated to school assessment coordinators, math coordinators, child 
study team members and all teachers involved in the education of students with disabilities. 
 
Thank you for giving this matter your attention. 
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