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	Student Learning Objectives:
Students will be able to:

1. Explain how information gets onto the Internet.
2. Evaluate Internet web sites for usefulness.
3. Compare the information found in books to that on the Internet.

	NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards:
Content 

Area

Standard

Grade

Strand

CPI

Technological Literacy

8.1

8

B

4

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills
9.2
8
B
2
Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills

9.2

8

C

1-4,5




	Purpose and Overview:
The purpose of this lesson is to enable students to identify criteria for evaluating the accuracy, relevance, appropriateness, and comprehensiveness of Internet resources.




	Instructional Activity:
1. The teacher will bookmark a list of web sites on one subject for students to explore. For example, the following list of sites is about the original thirteen American colonies. (A teacher may choose a different list of URL’s for a different content area.) The list should consist of both strong and weak web sites.

a. 13 Originals - http://www.timepage.org/spl/13colony.html 

b. The 13 Colonies - http://www.east-buc.k12.ia.us/00_01/CA/13c.htm 

c. American Colonies - http://home.earthlink.net/~gfeldmeth/colchart.html 

d. 13 Colonies - http://www.valdosta.edu/~jsbranch/topic.html 

e. The 13 Colonies - http://pattersons13.tripod.com/ 

f. Introduction to Colonization - http://www.fcps.k12.va.us/OakViewES/harris/97-98/america/colonization/ 

g. Plimoth Plantation - http://www.plimoth.org/ 

h. The Pilgrims and Plymouth Colony - http://www.rootsweb.com/~mosmd/ 

The teacher will print out the web site evaluation forms from CyberSmartCurriculum at www.cybersmartcurriculum.org; then

Go to http://www.cybersmartcurriculum.org/lesson_plans/68_18.asp; click on “Identifying High Quality Sites”; then click on “Download Student Activity Sheets.” Print out the “Site Evaluation Forms” for students to use as they investigate web sites.

3.  In preparation for a web site evaluation activity, the teacher will lead a discussion on the following questions:

a. Who owns the World Wide Web/the Internet?

b. Who gives permission to individuals who want to create a web site?

c. Who approves the information that is posted on a web site?

d. What is the punishment for posting inaccurate information on a web site?

e. True or false: Books are always better sources of information than a web site. Why or why not?

f. True or false: Web sites are always better sources of information than books. Why or why not?

g. What do the following prefixes mean at the end of a URL/web site address:

a. .com

b. .net

c. .gov

d. .edu

e. .org

f. .mil

h. What does this symbol, ~, indicate in a URL/web site address? 

4. After the discussion, the teacher should explain to students that she/he has searched the Internet for web sites about the thirteen American Colonies using the search terms 13 Colonies. 
5.  Teacher models the process of finding the sites and answering the first question on the evaluation sheet. 
6.  Group students in pairs. Each pair will investigate one web site from the list that the teacher has bookmarked in advance.  As they investigate, they will take turns navigating the web site and writing the answers to the questions on the activity sheet.

7. Using the same groups of student pairs, groups examine at least one print resource that discusses the thirteen colonies.  Students use the same evaluation sheet to assess the information in the printed document.  Each group writes a one paragraph summary comparing the information in the print resource and one Internet resource.

8. After students have answered the questions on the activity sheet, the teacher will lead a discussion about their discoveries. If possible, the teacher could project each web site for the other students to see as the pairs discuss their findings.



	Assessment Strategies: 
1.  Student will demonstrate a clear synthesis of this lesson by answering the following questions in a written quiz:

a. List the five categories by which you can evaluate the quality of a web site as an educational resource, and briefly explain how the web site you investigated did in each of the five categories.
b. Write a clear paragraph to explain why one must be critical of information found on the Internet.
c. Explain under what circumstances books might prove to be better resources than the Internet. Explain under what circumstances the Internet might prove to be a better resource than books. 
2. Use rubric for assessing writing of student work.  See http://www.njpep.org/assessment/TestSpecs/LangArts/Scoring/RubricsNJwritingHolistic.html.
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