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	Student Learning Objectives:
Students will be able to:

1. Read the book Balto, the story of the famous sled dog.
2. Locate and print a map of Alaska from the Internet.
3. Research the state of Alaska via the Internet. 
4. Complete an Internet scavenger hunt about the Iditarod dogsled race.
5. Complete research via the Internet about a veteran, and a rookie dog sled musher competing in the Iditarod.
6. Create and maintain an electronic database on their mushers. 
7. Access and read a daily update of the Iditarod Dogsled Race via the Internet.
8. Email Zuma on the Iditarod website with at least one question about the Iditarod. (Zuma is an Alaskan Husky found at iditarod.com who writes specifically for school children.)
9. Keep a daily record of their mushers’ progress in the Iditarod using a spreadsheet.
10. Create a multimedia presentation about their Iditarod project.
11. Give an oral presentation using their multimedia project.
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	Purpose and Overview:

The purpose of this lesson is for students to read a book of nonfiction and use the internet for research, as well as create an electronic database.



	

	Instructional Activity: 

Teacher Introduction: Building Background Knowledge

The Iditarod is a dogsled race that is run every year. It begins in Anchorage, Alaska, on the first Saturday in March and ends 1,049 miles away in Nome, Alaska. The race takes the mushers and their dog teams from nine to fourteen days to complete.  Teacher should hand out a one-to-two page article describing this race and ask students to complete a graphic organizer in order to make connections to prior knowledge (e.g., K-W-L Chart).
Student Task:  
Using the Internet to gather information you will:

1. Print a map of Alaska.

2. Choose a rookie and a veteran musher.

3. Compile facts about your two mushers. 

4. Keep track of your two mushers’ progress on a daily basis.

5. Answer the fact sheet about the Iditarod and Alaska.

6. Write and send e-mail letter to Zuma. 

7. Create a presentation to show what you have learned.

8. Give an oral presentation to the class. 
Note: Teachers should carefully supervise students while using the Internet.
Procedures:  

One week before the start of the Iditarod Dogsled Race (always the first Saturday in March)...
1. Students will read the book Balto, (Boning, 1989), discuss the story, find Anchorage and Nome on a map of Alaska, and answer the questions at the end of the book.  Teacher may elect to group students to participate in literature circles to work cooperatively on group project. (see reference book Harvey Daniels, Literature Circles).
2. Students should choose a rookie and a veteran dogsled musher by taking turns and drawing randomly the names from a hat.

3. Using the Iditarod Webquest, students research their mushers and fill out the database.

When the race is in progress (about two weeks)…
1. Using the Iditarod Webquest, students keep a daily record on a spreadsheet of their mushers’ daily progress, entering such data as: time and date he or she reached a checkpoint; time and date he or she left the checkpoint; how many dogs he or she had at arrival; and how many dogs at departure.  The spreadsheet will calculate time spent at rest and number of dogs left behind.

2. Using the Iditarod Webquest, students answer questions about the race.

3. Using the Iditarod Webquest, students answer questions about the state of Alaska.

4. Together as a group, students read a daily race update and interesting race tidbits provided by the teacher, who prints them from Zuma’s daily postings found at www. Iditarod.com/zuma.

5. Using the Iditarod Webquest, students locate and print a map of Alaska showing the trail of the Iditarod race for that year. (The trail varies according to whether it is an even or odd- numbered year.)

6. Each student formulates one question and emails it to Zuma.
7. Using the Internet i(f the time is right), students can then watch a musher crossing over the finish line in Nome with webcams provided by http://www.iditarod.com.

When the race is over…
1. Using multimedia software, students will create a multimedia, slide presentation about what he or she has learned while following the Iditarod Dogsled Race.

2. Using the data base of mushers, students can sort the information in a number of ways (e.g., age, number of years mushing, purse money won).
3. Then using the spreadsheet of mushers’ daily progress, students determine who among them “won” the race.

4. Students should keep all electronic materials in their network folders and all hardcopy papers in their project folders.



	

	Assessment Strategies:   Scoring Rubric
Evaluation:  Assessment #1
Students will be evaluated by this point scale:

Map  






  5 points

Mushers’ profiles  database  


10 points

Mushers’ daily progress spreadsheet  

20 points

Questions form the race



10 points

E-mail to Zuma  (under teacher supervision)
10 points

Multimedia Slides  
  



20 points

Oral Presentation




25 points

Total





                    100 points



	

	Additional Information:
Boning, C. R. (1989). Balto. Baldwin, NY, Barnell Loft, Ltd.

Harter, L. (2002). Iditarod Activities for the Classroom. Wasilla, AK, Iditarod Trail Committee, Inc.



 HYPERLINK "http://www.iditarod.com" 

http://www.iditarod.com

http://www.cabelasiditarod.com/poster_contact.html



Evaluation/Assessment #1
	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Oral Presentation

 

 

   

    25
	Well-rehearsed with smooth delivery that holds audience attention. 

 

 

25
	Rehearsed with fairly smooth delivery that holds audience attention most of the time. 

 

20
	Delivery not smooth, but able to maintain interest of the audience most of the time. 

 

15
	Delivery not smooth and audience attention often lost. 

 

 

10

	Multimedia Slides 

 

 

 
     20
	Covers topic in-depth with details and examples. Subject knowledge is excellent. 

 Audio is included. 

20
	Includes essential knowledge about the topic. Subject knowledge appears to be good. 

 

15
	Includes essential information about the topic but there are 1-2 factual errors or typos.  

 

10
	Content is minimal OR there are several factual errors. 

 

 

0

	E-Mail to Zuma

 10
	Two or more references to the race with excellent formatting and sentence structure.
10
	Includes complete sentences with no errors and at least one reference to the race. 
8
	Includes complete sentences but there are 1-2 typos with little knowledge reference.  

5
	Includes grammatical errors and misspelled words with incomplete sentences.
0

	Questions about the race

10
	All questions are answered correctly in complete sentences.
10
	All questions are answered in complete sentences with one or two incorrect. 
8
	At least two questions are incorrect and not all answers are in complete sentences. 
5
	No questions are completed.
0

	Mushers’ Database
 

 

 

     10
	Includes facts, picture, and all fields are properly completed. 

10
	Includes one fact and all fields are properly filled in.
  

8


	Not all fields are properly filled in.
5
	Less than half of the fields are properly filled in. 
0

	Musher’s

Spreadsheet 

20
	Dates and times are listed in detail and all dogs are accounted for with a final report. 

20
	Most dates and times are listed and dogs are accounted for with a final report.
15

	Some dates and times are listed. Not all dogs are accounted for and the final report is incomplete. 
10
	Few dates and times are listed. Not all dogs are accounted for and the final report is not in the proper format.  

5

	Map
5
	The map is labeled, colorful, and the race route is clearly indicated. 
5
	The map is labeled and the race route is indicated.
4
	Just an outline of the map is handed in.
2
	The map is not handed in.
0


Framework for Technological Literacy 
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