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	6.4 (UNITED STATES AND NEW JERSEY HISTORY) ALL STUDENTS WILL DEMONSTRATE KNOWLEDGE OF UNITED STATES AND NEW JERSEY HISTORY IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND LIFE AND EVENTS IN THE PAST AND HOW THEY RELATE TO THE PRESENT AND FUTURE.

Grade 12

	6.4.12.L. Contemporary America (1968-present)

 1. Examine the administration of American presidents, beginning with President Richard M. Nixon, as a means to analyze political and economic issues in contemporary America, including domestic policy and international affairs.

4. Analyze United States domestic policies, including the civil rights movement, affirmative action, the labor and women’s movements, conservatism vs. liberalism, the post-industrial economy, free trade, and international trade agreements such as the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade  (GATT).

7. Discuss major contemporary social issues, such as the evolution of governmental rights for individuals with disabilities, multiculturalism, bilingual education, gay rights, free expression in the media, and the modern feminist movement. 
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	Framework97 References 
Evaluate the views, beliefs, and impact of different social groups on specific historical events or issues. pp. 183-184.
Evaluate how individuals, groups, and institutions influence solutions to society’s problems. pp. 185-186

Analyze historical and contemporary circumstances in which institutions function either to maintain continuity or to promote change. pp. 187-188

Argue an ethical position regarding a dilemma from the study of key turning points in history. pp. 189-190

Evaluate actions an individual, group, or institutions might take to counteract incidents of prejudice, discrimination, expulsion, genocide, slavery, and the Holocaust. pp. 191-193

	National History Standard 

ERA 9

Standard .: The struggle for racial and gender equality and for extension of civil liberties

ERA 10
Standard 1.  Recent developments in foreign and domestic policies.     

Standard 2.  Economic, social and cultural developments in contemporary United States



	Content Overview  

This section covers the Nixon, Ford, Carter, Bush, Reagan, and Clinton administrations and the various domestic issues such as Nixon’s Southern Strategy, Watergate, Carter’s energy crises, the “imperial presidency,” Supreme Court decisions, tax/national debt, and religious issues.  It also covers foreign policies and international issues such as the Iran-Contra Affair, the Soviet Union
, middle east policy, and the global economy.  Major contemporary social issues to be included are immigration, migration and mobility, social change, and ethnic diversity; and its impact on the United States and New Jersey as well as issues such as affirmative action, choice, and homosexual rights.


	Essential Questions 

What are Civil Rights? What was the Civil Rights Movement about?  What have been the effects? 
What were the domestic policies of Presidents Nixon, Carter, Reagan, Bush, Clinton, and Bush?  How effective were those policies? 

How have U.S. Supreme Court decisions addressed critical issues such as individual rights, property rights, eminent domain, freedom of speech, marriage, immigration et al.?
How have the government immigration policies affected citizens of the U.S.? 
How does the popular culture affect us? Does it affect government policy?
How important is media literacy for every American?   



	Teaching Resources

Boyer, Paul S. (Ed.), The Oxford Companion to United States History, 2001, Oxford University Press. This is the definitive source.

Rosenbaum, Robert A. et al, The Penguin Encyclopedia of American History, 2003, Penguin. 

Gronlund, Norman E. and Robert Linn, Measurement and Evaluation in Teaching, 1990, Macmillan.  This source has information on classroom test development and item writing.


	Assessment
Students assess the success of the Civil Rights Movement in the United States by reviewing the current situation in the country. 
The following questions will help to guide the discussion: 

1. Do ethnic and racial minorities have equal rights in American now?  Give examples to support your opinion. 
2. Have racial relations today improved since the passage of Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 1991 Extension of that Act?  Explain your answer.
3. What should be done by federal and state governments to improve the civil rights climate in New Jersey and in America? 
The teacher gives ten minutes at the end of the discussion for students to individually write “I learned statements” based on the discussion.  The teacher grades the statements.  



�This is not a complete sentence.  Is something missing?  Same for 1 and 2 below. 


�What is the issue here?  


�This is a long runon sentence.  It needs to made into a couple sentences. 





