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Landownerssdll the development rightsontheir farmland to their
county. When landownerssdll their development rights— also
known asdevel opment easements— they retain ownership of their
land, but agreeto permanent deed restrictionsthat allow only
agriculturd use.

The State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) provides
countieswith grantsto fund 60-80 percent of the costs of
purchasi ng devel opment rightson approved farms. It generdly
holdsonefunding round per year for thisprogram.

Landownersapply totheir county agriculture development board
(CADB). The CADB reviews applicationsand forwards approved
onestothe SADC.

Farmsmust beinan Agricultura Development Areaand beeligible
for Farmland Assessment. The SADC prioritizesapplicationsfor
preservation funding through aranking systemthat assgnspointsfor
thefollowingfactors. percentageof high-qudity soils, percentageof
tillableacres; suitableboundariesand buffers, such asother nearby
preserved farmsand open space; thelocad commitment to agriculture
(eg., right tofarmordinances, financid commitment); szeof thefarm
and agriculturd dengity of thearea; imminenceof devel opment, and
prioritization by the CADB. Thesequdity scoresestablishtheSADC's
preliminary priority list for preservetion.

The SADC certifiesdevelopment va uesfor each farm based on
independent appraisals conducted by two licensed appraisersand a
review by an SADC staff appraiser. Countieshire appraisersfrom
an SADC-approved list.

Oncethe SADC certifies devel opment easement values,
landownershave 30 daysto submit their offers. A landowner can
improveafarm’sranking onthepreiminary priority list by offering
to discount — or sell the devel opment easement for lessthan the
certified value. For every one percent alandowner discounts, two
pointsare added to thefarm’squality score. Landowner offers
establishthefina priority list for preservation. The number of farms
that will be preserved each round depends on available state,
county and sometimesmunicipa funding.

I nterested landowners should contact their county agriculture
development board.



